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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

You see, "Did you like it?" can only be answered with a yes or a no, and that's simply not going
to lead you into a rich and meaningful conversation with your kids. 

It's also not going to inspire your kids to make connections, which is what we want our kids to
be doing when they read a book. 

WHY A CONVERSATION?

e've all asked that one question that nearly guarantees to kill a conversation about a
book. The problem isn't the book, our enthusiasm, or the kids. The problem is the question. W
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"Did you like it?"

Books contain the best ideas humans have ever encountered. They are a gateway to issues both
big and small. They are a source of laughter and delight as well as sorrow. In fact, we can tackle
some of life's hardest topics with our children through the lens of a book. 

When we read with our kids and then open ourselves up for conversation, we help them
encounter great thoughts and ideas, think deeply, and open the way for those ideas and
encounters to shape their lives.

YOU ALREADY DO THIS.

For some of us, the idea of "talking about books" feels intimidating. I'll take a moment here to
remind you that you actually talk about stories all the time. You tell your family what happened at
the grocery store. You talk about a movie you loved. You mention whatever you read in the paper,
or what you saw on the way to the mailbox. 

A conversation is just an informal swap of ideas, and just because we're talking about books
doesn't change that. 

The experiences that have the deepest, most profound impact on us are meant to be shared. We
naturally exchange ideas when our thoughts and emotions are stirred. 

This is all good news. It means that if you are willing to invest in finding out who your child is and
what he or she thinks, you can share meaningful conversations about any book under the sun.
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The key to having these conversations with our kids is to start with an open-ended question. 

An open-ended question has no clearly defined correct answer. In fact, you'll know a question is
open-ended if you don't know the answer yourself when you ask it. 

Open-ended questions demand more from our students, even as they elicit a more inviting and
friendly approach. From a student's perspective, these questions feel quite different than a typical
quiz, where there are right/wrong answers. 

Instead, open-ended questions require the mind to engage with the story they just heard or read.
In short, they require your child to think on a deeper, richer level.

In this guide, you'll find five open-ended questions you can use with any book and any child. 

Because the questions are open-ended, your child will answer based on his or her own
developmental stage, so the questions work with any book and any age.

Here's a bit of good news: the habit of asking questions matters more than the quality of the
answers your child gives.

The answers, it turns out, aren't where the juice is. The juice is in the conversation itself. The juice
is in helping our kids develop the practice of asking questions as they read, and discussing those
ideas with someone they love. This is what will empower our kids to be good, discerning readers
throughout their lives. 

We want our kids to develop the habit of asking questions as they read. That habit alone will help
them become discerning readers.

So if you get an answer from your child that just isn't all that insightful, don't worry. You're putting
in the time. You're planting the bamboo. And just like planting real bamboo, you probably won't
see results for a while. Something is happening beneath the surface, though, that will make a big
difference down the road. 

This is how we raise kids who love to read, and who do it (and do it well!) even when they don't
have to.
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THE KEY: OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS

DON'T SWEAT THE ANSWERS
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I've pulled from a variety of books as examples in this guide. Notice how the questions work equally well with
picture books as with contemporary novels and time-honored classics. 

Because of the open-ended nature of the questions used here, you don't need book-specific literature guides
or comprehension questions for books your kids read for fun or for school. Any question works with any book
and any age child.

For more read-aloud recommendations, visit readaloudrevival.com/quiz

Click the book covers to get complete RAR Premium Family Book Club Guides and
Author/Illustrator Interviews for each title.

Not a part of RAR Premium Yet?  Join us here:

BOOKS USED IN THIS GUIDE
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RAR Premium

https://readaloudrevival.com/author-events/tomie-depaola-2/
https://readaloudrevival.com/author-events/prairie-boy/
https://readaloudrevival.com/author-events/eliza-wheeler/
https://readaloudrevival.com/author-events/heidi/
https://readaloudrevival.com/author-events/the-secret-garden/
https://readaloudrevival.com/author-events/renee-graef/
https://readaloudrevival.com/author-events/karina-yan-glaser/
https://readaloudrevival.com/author-events/thank-you-omu/
https://readaloudrevival.com/author-events/gary-schmidt/
https://readaloudrevival.com/quiz/
https://readaloudrevival.com/become-a-member/
https://readaloudrevival.com/become-a-member/


Should Strega Nona have left Big Anthony on his own with her pasta pot?  
(Strega Nona)

Should the Ingalls family have continued on the trail without Jack? Why or why not?
(Little House on the Prairie)

Should Hamlet avenge the ghost of his father? Why or why not?
(Hamlet)
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Should is an incredibly powerful word. The answer to this question might seem obvious on the
surface, but ask this question once or twice, and you may be surprised at how much fun you
can have with it.

To ask this question, choose any character from the story and any of his or her actions from
the book. Ask your child if the character in question should have done the action in question,
and then follow that up by asking why. 

SHOULD HE/SHE HAVE DONE THAT? 
QUESTION #1

_____________________________________________________________________

examples___________________

_____________________________________________________________________

This is a yes or no

question, so be sure to

follow up with "why or

why not?" in order to

open up to a wider

conversation. 
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How were the new designs Frank Lloyd Wright designed the same as the old
designs? How were they different? 
(Prairie Boy)

How are the Vanderbeeker siblings alike? How are they different?
(The Vanderbeekers of 141st Street)

How is Heidi's life with Grandfather the same as her life in Frankfurt? How is it
different? 
(Heidi)
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Everything in the world is like everything else. Everything in the world is also different from
everything else. 

Consider how something is like or different from something else, and you are entering the
deep world of metaphor. Metaphors matter because they are how we understand and
communicate ideas to one another. 

When we think carefully about how characters, places, or events in the books we read are
similar or different from others, we practice the art of thinking in metaphor.

HOW IS X LIKE/DIFFERENT FROM Y? 
QUESTION #2

_____________________________________________________________________

examples___________________

_____________________________________________________________________

How two things are

different is simpler to

ascertain than how they

are similar. If you find

your kids get stuck with

this one, ask them about

differences first. 
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This is my own favorite question to ask, because it's simplest! It works especially well with
books that your kids have read, but you haven't. 

Insert any character trait into the blank space. You'll find a list of possible traits to use below,
but don't feel limited by these. You can ask about any character quality at all!

You'll need to follow up this question with "what makes you say that?" or "can you give me an
example?" This gives your kids practice using textual evidence... but no need to tell them that!

WHO WAS __________________ IN THIS STORY?
QUESTION #3

character traits
ambitious
bold
brave
bright
calm
capable
careful
cautious
charming
considerate
cowardly

creative
dangerous
dauntless
deceptive
disloyal
demanding
determined
faithful
foolish
friendly
generous

grateful
greedy
happy
hard-working
honest
humorous
inconsiderate
intelligent
loving
merciful
mysterious

naughty
nervous
noble
obnoxious
optimistic
persistent
pleasant
proud
reliable
resourceful
restless

sad
selfish
selfless
sharp-witted
sincere
thoughtful
unkind
unselfish
virtuous
wise
witty

_____________________________

Try not to use

superlatives when you

can avoid them. Asking

"who was courageous in

this story?" is more

inviting than "who was

most courageous in this

story?"
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Does Home in the Woods remind you of any other stories we've read? In what
ways?

Does The Secret Garden remind you in any way of Heidi?

Does this Shakespeare play remind you of any others we've read? 
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This question is excellent practice in noticing how two seemingly different things are similar,
and also bolsters our children's understanding of metaphor. 

Answers to this question might be other stories. For example, Chris Van Dusen's picture book,
King Hugo's Huge Ego reminds me of the fable, The Emperor's New Clothes. Jasper, the main
character of Caroline Starr Rose's Jasper and the Riddle of Riley's Mine reminds me of Mark
Twain's main character in The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. 

You can also ask if this story reminds your child in any way of another speicfic story you've
ready before, which is a mix of this question and question #2. This is a great way to recall
other favorites you've read together. 

WHAT OTHER STORY DOES THIS ONE
REMIND YOU OF?

QUESTION #4

_____________________________________________________________________

examples___________________

_____________________________________________________________________

If your child says, "no" or

"I don't know" in

response to a question,

simply offer up an

answer of your own.

Remember, this isn't a

quiz! It's an invitation

into conversation. 
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What is something you don't want to forget from ________? (Thank You, Omu!, The
Vanderbeekers of 141st Street, Heidi, etc)
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Often when we're in "teaching" mode, we forget that the learning the student gets for
him/herself is far more valuable than the learning we spoon-fed to them!

To answer this question, the child must recall the story and bring to mind a specific scene or
detail. I like to answer this question in my reading journal, even when I'm reading on my own.
It helps me remember details I would otherwise forget. 

It's an easier question than "what was your favorite part of the story?" because there's no
pressure to find the very best answer. You can simply name one thing that stood out to you. 

Tip: Ask this question at dinnertime. It leads to fabulous dinnertime conversation!

WHAT IS SOMETHING YOU DON'T WANT
TO FORGET?

QUESTION #5

examples___________________

Keep your conversations

friendly and low-

pressure. Pretend you're

asking the question to an

adult, and you'll likely

avoid the condescending

tone many of us default

to when we're talking

with our kids. 
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RAR Podcast #166: What's the Deal with Open-Ended Questions?

RAR Premium Master Class: How to Talk With Your Kids about
Books (even if you haven't read them yourself) 

RAR Premium: Best Tips for Talking with Your Kids About Books

More tips and 10 open-ended questions can be found in  my
bestselling book, The Read-Aloud Family: Making Meaningful and
Lasting Connections with Your Kids 

Remember, the goal is not to ask the questions. 

The goal is the conversation. 

The questions are helpful insofar as they are a tool to help you talk with your kids. But once
you're talking, you're winning! That's the point. 

On the next page, you'll find printable bookmarks you can use to remember these five questions
as you are reading with your kids. Feel free to print them out and use them with your family or
your students. 

Print them on cardstock for the best results.

READY? TIME TO TALK!

more resources to help you

BOOKMARKS

_____________________________________
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