
Extra Yarn 
by Mac Barnett                          
illustrated by Jon Klassen 

Age recommendation: all ages 

One snowy afternoon, Annabelle finds a box filled with yarn of 
every color. She begins to knit… but that yarn never runs out. 
News spreads about the remarkable girl who never runs out of 
yarn, and things begin to change for Annabelle and her town. 

For your Family Book Club, you’ll want to pair a shared experience with your read-aloud. Below, 
you’ll find ideas for that experience.  

Our suggested Book Club day is January 18th (click here to set a reminder for yourself ) Of course, 
you can do it whenever it works best for you. Many of this month’s ideas can be spread out over 
the whole month. 

Keep in mind that this Book Club Guide is a menu, not a to-do list. You don’t need to do 
everything here— just choose what appeals to you most. 

Make a family blanket out of loop yarn

No knitting or crocheting required! This could be a family 
project. You’ll need 6 skeins of Blanket EZ Yarn. Then 
just follow the instructions in this post.  

(photo and project from acraftyconcept.com)  

Learn to finger knit

Younger kids may enjoy learning to finger knit. They can 
wind their creations around things like Annabelle, who 
“made sweaters for things that didn’t even wear 
sweaters.” Directions can be found here. 
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https://community.readaloudrevival.com/calendar/event/131-family-book-club-day-extra-yarn-%F0%9F%A7%B6/
https://www.acraftyconcept.com/easy-giant-knit-blanket-tutorial-loopy-yarn/
https://www.acraftyconcept.com/easy-giant-knit-blanket-tutorial-loopy-yarn/
https://onelittleproject.com/finger-knitting/


Knit on a loom

Another simplified version of knitting is to knit on a loom, 
especially for younger kids or older kids (and adults!) 
who may get frustrated by actual knitting. (Yeah, we 
know how it is. 😉 )  

You can use a knitting loom like this set to make simple 
hats and scarves.  

Do your kids know how to knit or crochet? Use it to serve others.

If your kids know how to knit or crochet, help them make a project that will benefit others. 
You can find a local charity in need of handmade items, or look into one of these: 

Project Linus: donate a handmade blanket or afghan to the seriously ill or 
traumatized 

Alice's Embrace: donate handmade prayer shawls and lap blankets to those 
suffering from Alzheimer's Disease 

Hats 4 the Homeless: donate a hat, scarf, or pair of gloves to be distributed to the 
homeless of New York City 

Make Extra Yarn Cupcakes

Looking for a sweet dessert to share during your read-
aloud? These cupcakes look like balls of yarn! (Photo 
and directions from cutoutandkeep.net) 

Watch Jon Klassen on RAR

If you love the illustrations in Extra Yarn, don’t miss the 
video replay from when Jon Klassen came to RAR.  

He even takes us into his computer to watch how he 
works on illustrations in Photoshop! 
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https://www.amazon.com/Darice-Carryi-Round-Knitting-7-inch/dp/B001GAHFHY/ref=sxin_1_osp20-d9856c71_cov?ascsubtag=d9856c71-8068-4d96-8875-bb547c64aad1&creativeASIN=B001GAHFHY&cv_ct_id=amzn1.osp.d9856c71-8068-4d96-8875-bb547c64aad1&cv_ct_pg=search&cv_ct_wn=osp-search&keywords=knitting+loom&linkCode=oas&pd_rd_i=B001GAHFHY&pd_rd_r=5462bf3f-59f2-4e36-bb71-7cc4d85750f4&pd_rd_w=Gj7Ct&pd_rd_wg=HdU3d&pf_rd_p=53eff971-6e12-4016-9864-b6dfd929b2b3&pf_rd_r=CB7RQPCP0CTAH8KFA371&qid=1574538100&tag=bestcont06-20
https://www.projectlinus.org/
https://alicesembrace.org/
http://www.hats4thehomeless.org/index.html
https://www.cutoutandkeep.net/projects/knitted-novelties-cupcakes
https://www.cutoutandkeep.net/projects/knitted-novelties-cupcakes
https://readaloudrevival.com/author-events/jon-klassen/
https://readaloudrevival.com/author-events/jon-klassen/


Looking Closely

Here are a few things to consider as you look closely at the book itself: 

Illustrators use color to tell part of the story in a picture book. What do you notice about 
Jon Klassen’s use of color in this story? How does it help tell the story?  

Some stories are set in the normal world with just a touch of magic—an item, a person or 
one element that is magical. (A few novels that do this are Half Magic by Edward Eager, 
Echo by Pam Munoz Ryan, and Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbit). We call this magical 
realism. Where is the touch of magic in Extra Yarn?  

When authors write books, sometimes they begin with an idea. Other times, they begin 
with an image. Listen to Mac Barnett talk about the single image of a girl and her dog in 
matching sweaters that was the beginning of Extra Yarn (this video is only 1 minute). Next 
time you see an image and are drawn to it, ask yourself, what could be the story behind it? 

Open-Ended Questions 
Use any of the following questions to spark conversations with your kids of all ages.  

Remember that asking questions is more important than getting compelling answers. We want to 
help our kids develop the habit of asking questions—this is how we raise discerning readers. 

How are Annabelle and the Archduke similar? How are they different? 

Who is the most courageous in this story? When did they best show that courage?  

Why do you think Annabelle declined the Archduke’s offer? What would you have done? 

Which pages do you like best? What is it that resonates with you—the text? the 
illustrations? both? 

What other story does this one remind you of? 

What is the "so what?” in this story? How is the world different at the end of the book than 
it is at the beginning? (In other words, why does this story matter?) 

If you’d like to learn more about how to have good conversations with your kids, be sure to watch 
the Master Class in RAR Premium: How to Talk with Your Kids About Books. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tMA9BdekviA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tMA9BdekviA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tMA9BdekviA
https://readaloudrevival.com/master-class/talk-about-books/


Meet Mac Barnett  
in RAR Premium 
Friday, 1/31/20 
4pm Pacific/5pm Mountain 
6pm Central/7pm Eastern  

Click here for details and to RSVP 

Submit questions for the author here by 1/28/19  

After the event, you’ll find a video replay here 

Looking for more by Mac Barnett and 
Jon Klassen?

Mac Barnett and Jon Klassen have teamed up on 
several picture books. If you enjoyed Extra Yarn, get 
your hands on any of these: 

Sam and Dave Dig a Hole 
The Wolf, the Duck, and the Mouse 
Triangle 
Circle 
Square 
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RELATED READING & PLAYING

Photo by Sonya Sones

https://community.readaloudrevival.com/calendar/event/134-author-access-mac-barnett/
https://forms.gle/gnHVMCwDhCyJGqw7A
https://readaloudrevival.com/author-events/mac-barnett/

