
What to do: Choose a book and read it aloud to your kids (or listen on audio). Not sure what to 
pick? We have a free booklist to help you choose! 

Why it works: When we read a book with our kids, we are united. We’re rooting for the same 
characters, holding our breath at the same scenes… we remember that we belong to each other. 
It’s also just really fun. If you want your kids to love reading, read aloud to them! 

What to do: Transform an ordinary day into a warm and memorable experience by sharing a meal 
or a dessert that’s found in the book. You can also do this by going on a book-related outing.  

Why it works: When we do this, we seal reading the book in our child’s memory as a warm and 
delightful experience. We transform something we’re already doing (having dinner) into something 
memorable and meaningful related to our shared reading life. 

What to do: Ask your child open-ended questions to invite them into conversation with you about 
the book. Start with this one: “Who was the most courageous in this story? What did they do that 
was especially courageous?” You can find more examples of questions in The Read-Aloud Family. 

Why it works: We want to raise discerning readers. We do that by instilling the habit of asking 
questions as they read. Asking open-ended questions invites our kids into a true conversation with 
us, and teaches them (in a subtle way) to go to the text to back up their ideas.  

What to do: Whenever possible, introduce your kids to the author or illustrator of the book. You 
can do this by attending local events, or from your own home by participating in RAR Premium. We 
invite an author or illustrator on a live video stream to meet your kids every single month. 

Why it works: When our kids meet the author or illustrator of the book they’ve just read, enjoyed, 
and discussed, the book becomes an even closer companion for them. They get a peek behind 
the curtain of how the book came to be, and they feel a new kinship with the book and its maker.
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             SHARE AN EXPERIENCE2

             TALK ABOUT IT3
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