
American Tall Tales 

by Mary Pope Osborne, wood carvings by Michael McCurdy 

This collection includes Mary Pope Osborne’s retellings of 
nine favorite American Tall Tales, with gorgeous wood 
carvings and big glossy pages. It’s lovely! For our book 
club, make sure to read the Paul Bunyan story. Click here 
to get it on Amazon.


Flapjack Read-Aloud 
Friday - February 16th, 2018 

What could be better than sweet, hot flapjacks while reading about Paul Bunyan? (psst… don’t 
worry, American Flapjacks are really just pancakes). Cook up a storm of flapjacks for your read-
aloud time! You can also check this article to see if there is a Paul Bunyan statue near you.


Ask any of these questions to spark a conversation. Remember that asking compelling 
questions is more important than getting compelling answers, so just enjoy the conversation 
that unfolds. You can ask these questions to kids of any age for a meaningful discussion.


A “tall tale” is a story with unbelievable elements, told as though the story were true and 
factual. Which parts of Paul Bunyan make this story a tall tale?


How is Paul Bunyan like Babe? How are they different?


Who is the kindest character in this story?


What other story does Paul Bunyan remind you of?


What surprised you most about the story of Paul Bunyan?


If you were writing this tall tale, what is one thing you’d change about it?


What is something from this story that you don’t want to forget?
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Read-Aloud Family Book Club

             READ ALOUD1

             SHARE AN EXPERIENCE2

             TALK ABOUT IT3

https://www.amazon.com/American-Tall-Tales-Mary-Osborne/dp/0679800891
https://www.amazon.com/American-Tall-Tales-Mary-Osborne/dp/0679800891
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2015/06/25/paul-bunyan-statues-across-us
http://READALOUDREVIVAL.COM


Meet Mary Pope Osborne  
in Premium Membership 
February 21, 2018 
4pm Pacific/5pm Mountain 
6pm Central/7pm Eastern 

Your family can meet Mary Pope Osborne LIVE in 
Read-Aloud Revival Premium Membership. 


Details are here → https://readaloudrevival.com/
author-events/mary-pope-osborne/


Submit questions for Mary Pope Osborne (about any 
of her books) by February 18th. You can submit 
questions at the link above. 


Mary Pope Osborne is best known as the author of the award-winning and best-selling Magic 
Tree House series. She’s written novels, picture books, retellings of The Odyssey, and other 
mythology and folklore for children. She is the coauthor of the companion Magic Tree House 
Fact Trackers series with her husband and sister. Visit her website here.


Related Reading & Playing 
Do your kids want more? Here are some books and games to extend the experience:


• Paul Bunyan by Steven Kellogg (picture book)


• Paul Bunyan’s Sweetheart by Marybeth Lorbiecki, 
illustrated by Renee Graef (picture book, out of print 
but worth getting used or asking at your library) 

• Tales from the Odyssey, Mary Pope Osborne’s 
retelling of Homer’s tale. Best for kids age 6-14. 

• The Magic Tree House series by Mary Pope Osborne, 
her bestselling chapter book series for beginning 
readers (ages 7-10 ish, most often)


• Tall Tales StoryTelling Game- this looks fun! It’s 
recommended for kids 4+.
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http://READALOUDREVIVAL.COM
https://readaloudrevival.com/author-events/mary-pope-osborne
https://readaloudrevival.com/author-events/mary-pope-osborne
https://readaloudrevival.com/author-events/mary-pope-osborne
https://www.mthclassroomadventures.org/
https://www.amazon.com/Paul-Bunyan-Reading-rainbow-book/dp/0688058000/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1516235845&sr=1-1&keywords=paul+bunyan
https://www.amazon.com/Bunyans-Sweetheart-Myths-Legends-Folktales/dp/1585362891
https://www.amazon.com/Tales-Odyssey-Part-Mary-Osborne/dp/1423128648/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1516236049&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Magic-Tree-House-Boxed-Books/dp/0375813659/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8
https://www.amazon.com/Tall-Tales-Story-Telling-Board/dp/B019HIGQQM/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1516235899&sr=8-2&keywords=tall+tales

