
The Mysterious Benedict Society 

by Trenton Lee Stewart 

ARE YOU A GIFTED CHILD LOOKING FOR  
SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES? 


Dozens of kids respond to this peculiar and in the 
newspaper and are then put through a series of mind-
bending tests.  

But only four of them— Reynie Muldoon, Kate Wetherall, 
Sticky Washington, and Constance Contraire— are 
chosen to be a part of the Mysterious Benedict Society.  

They soon discover they have been selected for a 
mission to go undercover at the Learning Institute for the 
Very Enlightened… and that the future and freedom of all 
humanity rests on the success of their mission. 

They must use their wits for the better of the world. But are they up to the task? 

As you read… encourage your kids to write down passages that resonate with them. 
There’s no wrong way to do this. If a passage from the book strikes you or your children as 
especially meaningful, write it down. You’ll be glad you did. 


(For more ideas on how to keep ongoing simple reading journals, 
watch the Simple Reading Journals Master Class.)


Note: This is a long one—over 400 pages! It’s longer than Sarah 
usually recommends for a read-aloud, so feel free to use the 
audio book to help you along, or to let your kids read this one on 
their own and then gather afterward for the book club festivities. 
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The key to a successful shared experience is to focus primarily on enjoying your child. 


We want to seal the reading experience in our child’s mind as an enjoying, happy family 
memory. If we want our kids to remember read-alouds as a favorite part of their childhood, this 
is a simple way to do it.


Finally… food! 
After a grueling day of testing, the four children settle in for a 
dinner Rhonda prepares for them. They enjoy the ultimate 
comfort food: tomato soup and grilled cheese sandwiches. 
Then they have bananas, grapes, and pears. 


Serve up tomato soup, grilled cheese sandwiches, 
and fruit salad for your own Mysterious Benedict 
Society dinner.  

Ask any of these questions to spark a conversation. Remember that asking compelling 
questions is more important than getting compelling answers, so just enjoy the conversation 
that unfolds. For more help on having conversations with your kids about books, watch the 
How to Talk with Your Kids About Books Master Class. 


Who is the most clever in this book?


Reynie, Sticky, Kate, and Constance all have different approaches to life and learning. Which 
character do you think you’re most like, and why?


If you were at the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, which character would you 
most like to have by your side?


Think about each of the main characters— Reynie, Sticky, Kate, and Constance. What did 
each of them want most? What were each of them afraid of most? 


How are Reynie, Sticky, Kate, and Constance different? How are they similar?


What surprised you most about this story?


From page 172: “If it isn’t official, it can’t be real.” Do you have an official nickname? What do 
you think Kate’s official nickname should be?


What is something from this book that you don’t want to forget? Were there any passages 
that you want to write down to keep?
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Meet Trenton Lee Stewart 
in Premium Membership 

October 17th, 2018 
4pm Pacific/5pm Mountain 
6pm Central/7pm Eastern 

Your family can meet Trenton Lee Stewart 
LIVE in Read-Aloud Revival Premium 
Membership. 


Details are here → https://
community.readaloudrevival.com/calendar/event/
25-trenton-lee-stewart//


Submit questions by 10/14/18 at the link above. 


Trenton Lee Stewart is the author of the award-winning and New York Times bestselling 
Mysterious Benedict Society series. He lives in Little Rock, Arkansas, and is the winner of the 
2008 E.B. White Read Aloud Award.


Related Reading 
If you enjoy The Mysterious Benedict Society, also try the other 
books by the same author:


• The Mysterious Benedict Society and the Perilous Journey 

• The Mysterious Benedict Society and the Prisoner’s Dilemma 
• The Extraordinary Education of Nicholas Benedict 

• The Secret Keepers 

You may also enjoy the Book Scavenger series by Jennifer 
Chambliss Bertman:


• Book Scavenger 

• Book Scavenger: The Unbreakable Code 

• Book Scavenger: The Alcatraz Escape 

If your kids are up to some Mysterious Benedict Society related projects, you’ll find a whole list 
of activities right here at the Not Before 7 blog.
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