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Meet Greta Eskridge 

She’s the creative genius behind the lovely and inspiring 
Ma and Pa Modern on Instagram.  


Greta was homeschooled herself. Now she lives in 
Southern California, and writes about homeschooling her 
four children at her blog.  


Greta was a guest on Episode 42 of the RAR podcast.


In This Episode 
Sarah and Greta talk about using literature to inspire a love of nature. 


Greta talks about the books that she read as a child that sparked her imagination and 
connected her to the wider world. She offers book recommendations ranging from picture 
books to read-aloud novels to field guides and journaling inspiration. 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The Listening Guide 
Use this guide to skip to parts that most interest you, or listen to the entire podcast. 

4:30	 Why nature is so important to Greta


7:15	 Why it’s hard to get out in nature


9:45	 Books that fuel nature love


14:00    Books as a gateway to wonder


17:00	 Falling in love with nature through picture books


18:30	 The Burgess books


21:15	 The Holling books


23:00	 Books that transport us


25:30	 Nature journaling through books


31:00	 Books to begin with


34:30	 Getting started with nature journaling


43:30	 Let the Kids Speak


When I can touch my kids’ heart that makes them 
want to learn more, it makes them care about what 
they’re learning, and for me, the best way to reach 
their heart has been through stories. - Greta Eskridge 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Quotes and Questions 
A world  wouldn’t have known … 

“Because I’ve read that book and I saw it through Jody, the character’s eyes, and I’ve 
read the beautiful description it’s opened up a world to me that I would not have known 
otherwise.”


This sounds a lot like the windows and mirrors that Linda Sue Park mentioned in 
Episode 53.  Some books reflect our own experience back to us. Other books open 
new doors, new places to explore in our imaginations.  Are your kids getting  both kinds 
of stories?


Books are a magic gateway. 
“A good book is a magic gateway into a wider world of wonder, beauty, delight, and 
adventure. Books are experiences that make us grow, that add to our inner stature.”—
Gladys Hunt


Do you know the work of Gladys Hunt, Honey for a Child’s Heart?  Sarah says it’s one 
of the best collection of booklists around.  It’s also got gentle, loving advice for 
parenting.  I re-read it every few years and keep learning from it!


Kids’ books count. 
“I use it as a science book and it’s a narrative at the same time and I learned more 
about the life in the tide pools and marine biology from that book than I did from my 
marine biology class in college so that says a lot.”


Sometimes we discount the books that we read with our children. Because it’s not 
primarily a science book, then it can’t “count” as science.  But Greta is encouraging us 
to let the stories touch our children and draw them into the science.  Laura Purdie Salas 
writes poems on science topics—a perfect blending of genres! It all counts! Reading 
aloud doesn’t have to be a long, protracted affair.  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Show Notes 
Books from today’s episode: 

• Charlotte’s Web


• The Secret Garden


• Heidi


• The Wind in the Willows


• Little Women


• My Side of the Mountain


• Caddie Woodlawn


• Farmer Boy


• Little House in the Big Woods


• Blueberries for Sal


• Miss Rumphius


• Make Way for Ducklings


• The Swiss Family Robinson


• Listening for Lions


• Little House on the Prairie


• A Tree is Nice


• The Yearling


• The Big Snow


• Mandy


• The Little Island


• One Morning in Maine


• The Burgess Bird Book for Children


READALOUDREVIVAL.COM Page  5

http://READALOUDREVIVAL.COM
https://www.amazon.com/Charlottes-Web-E-B-White/dp/0061124958/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491595810&sr=8-1&keywords=charlotte%27s+web
https://www.amazon.com/Secret-Garden-Macmillan-Collectors-Library/dp/1509827765/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491595829&sr=8-1&keywords=the+secret+garden
https://www.amazon.com/Heidi-Puffin-Bloom-Johanna-Spyri/dp/0147514029/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491595848&sr=8-1&keywords=heidi
https://www.amazon.com/Wind-Willows-Kenneth-Grahame/dp/1505280869/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1491595868&sr=8-3&keywords=the+wind+in+the+willows
https://www.amazon.com/Little-Women-Puffin-Louisa-Alcott/dp/0147514010/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491595899&sr=8-1&keywords=little+women
https://www.amazon.com/Side-Mountain-Puffin-Modern-Classics/dp/0142401110/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491595919&sr=8-1&keywords=my+side+of+the+mountain
https://www.amazon.com/Caddie-Woodlawn-Carol-Ryrie-Brink/dp/1416940286/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491595941&sr=8-1&keywords=caddie+wood
https://www.amazon.com/Farmer-Little-House-Ingalls-Wilder/dp/0064400034/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491595960&sr=8-1&keywords=farmer+boy
https://www.amazon.com/Little-House-Woods-Ingalls-Wilder/dp/0060581808/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491595979&sr=8-1&keywords=little+house+in+the+big+woods
https://www.amazon.com/Blueberries-Viking-Kestrel-picture-books/dp/0670175919/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491595996&sr=8-1&keywords=blueberries+for+sal
https://www.amazon.com/Miss-Rumphius-Barbara-Cooney/dp/0140505393/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491596013&sr=8-1&keywords=miss+rumphius
https://www.amazon.com/Ducklings-Viking-Kestrel-picture-books/dp/0670451495/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491596029&sr=8-1&keywords=make+way+for+ducklings
https://www.amazon.com/Swiss-Family-Robinson-Puffin-Classics/dp/0141325305/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1491596048&sr=8-3&keywords=the+swiss+family+robinson
https://www.amazon.com/Listening-Lions-Gloria-Whelan/dp/006058176X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491596071&sr=8-1&keywords=listening+for+lions
https://www.amazon.com/Little-House-Prairie-No/dp/0064400026/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1491596090&sr=8-3&keywords=little+house+on+the+prairie
https://www.amazon.com/Library-Book-Tree-Nice-Shine/dp/0064431479/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491596114&sr=8-1&keywords=a+tree+is+nice
https://www.amazon.com/Yearling-Aladdin-Classics-Patricia-Reilly/dp/0689846231/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491596129&sr=8-1&keywords=the+yearling
https://www.amazon.com/Big-Snow-Berta-Hader/dp/0689717571/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491596145&sr=8-1&keywords=the+big+snow
https://www.amazon.com/Mandy-Julie-Andrews-Collection-Edwards/dp/0061207071/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491596161&sr=8-1&keywords=mandy
https://www.amazon.com/Little-Island-Dell-Picture-Yearling/dp/044040830X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491596176&sr=8-1&keywords=the+little+island
https://www.amazon.com/One-Morning-Maine-Picture-Puffins/dp/0140501746/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491596196&sr=8-1&keywords=one+morning+in+maine
https://www.amazon.com/Burgess-Bird-Book-Children-Illustrated-ebook/dp/B000FC1XPE/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491596216&sr=8-1&keywords=the+burgess+bird+book+for+children
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• The Burgess Seashore Book for Women


• Minn of the Mississippi


• Pagoo


• The Call of the Wild


• Time of Wonder


• The Nature Connection 


• Keeping a Nature Journal


• The Curious Nature Guide


• The Tree Book for Kids and Their Grown-Ups


• Nature Anatomy


• Farm Anatomy


• The Golden Guides


• Birds Every Child Should Know


• Trees Every Child Should Know


Other links from today’s show: 

	 •	 Greta's Instagram


	 •	 Greta's blog


	 •	 Greta's nature book post


	 •	 Thornton Burgess on Librivox (FREE!)


	 •	 Geography Through Literature (Rea Berg on Holling C. Holling)


	 •	 Fog by Carl Sandburg


	 •	 The Eagle by Alfred, Lord Tennyson


	 •	 Inspiring the Reluctant Nature Journaler


To find more resources to help you build your family culture around books, visit 
ReadAloudRevival.com.
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https://www.amazon.com/Burgess-Seashore-Children-Childrens-Classics/dp/0486442535/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491596239&sr=8-1&keywords=the+burgess+seashore+book+for+children
https://www.amazon.com/Minn-Mississippi-Holling-C/dp/0395273994/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491596260&sr=8-1&keywords=minn+of+the+mississippi
https://www.amazon.com/Pagoo-Holling-C/dp/0395539641/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491596277&sr=8-1&keywords=pagoo
https://www.amazon.com/Call-Wild-Jack-London/dp/0486264726/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491596300&sr=8-1&keywords=the+call+of+the+wild
https://www.amazon.com/Wonder-Picture-Puffins-Robert-McCloskey/dp/0140502017/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491596316&sr=8-1&keywords=time+of+wonder
https://www.amazon.com/Nature-Connection-Workbook-Families-Classrooms/dp/1603425314/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491596338&sr=8-1&keywords=the+nature+connection
https://www.amazon.com/Keeping-Nature-Journal-Discover-Seeing/dp/1580174930/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491596360&sr=8-1&keywords=keeping+a+nature+journal
https://www.amazon.com/Curious-Nature-Guide-Explore-Natural/dp/1612125093/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491596379&sr=8-1&keywords=the+curious+nature+guide
https://www.amazon.com/Tree-Book-Kids-Their-Grown-Ups/dp/1889538868/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491596399&sr=8-1&keywords=the+tree+book+for+kids+and+their+grown-ups
https://www.amazon.com/Nature-Anatomy-Curious-Natural-Rothman/dp/1612122310/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491596415&sr=8-1&keywords=nature+anatomy
https://www.amazon.com/Farm-Anatomy-Curious-Country-Rothman/dp/1603429816/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491596430&sr=8-1&keywords=farm+anatomy
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=the+golden+guides
https://www.amazon.com/Birds-Every-Child-Should-Know/dp/0877457050/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491596467&sr=8-1&keywords=birds+every+child+should+know
https://www.amazon.com/Trees-Every-Child-Should-Know-ebook/dp/B00GZ96HAM/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491596482&sr=8-1&keywords=trees+every+child+should+know
https://www.instagram.com/maandpamodern/
http://maandpamodern.com/
http://maandpamodern.com
https://librivox.org/search?q=burgess&search_form=advanced
https://reaberg.com/2012/03/26/geography-through-literature/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems-and-poets/poems/detail/45032
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems-and-poets/poems/detail/45322
http://maandpamodern.com/inspiring-your-reluctant-nature-journaler/

