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Cheat Sheet Bonus Episode - January 2017

In This Episode 
In this bonus episode Sarah debunks the myth that there aren’t any good books being 
published for kids and that the best books are always the oldest books.


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you’re only allowing your kids to read older books 
or if you have a tendency to feel like their reading 
older books is more worthwhile than them reading 
new ones, I would like to challenge that.  - Sarah Mackenzie 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The Listening Guide 
Use this guide to skip to parts that most interest you, or listen to the entire podcast. 

2:00	 Two swings of the pendulum


4:00	 The other side of the question


7:05	 Books that are mirrors and windows


8:30	 Addressing modern issues


10:15	 Book marketing


11:00	 Sarah’s challenge


13:10	 The marvels of Andrew Peterson


13:30	 The wonders of Linda Sue Park


14:20	 The glory of Jennifer Trafton


15:20	 The amazing Penderwicks


15:45	 The miracle of S.D. Smith


16:30	 The Ashton Place phenomenon


17:20	 The genius of Kate DiCamillo


18:30	 The astonishing Avi


19:40	 The delicious worlds of Natalie Babbitt


20:50	 The fascinating Patricia MacLachlan


21:10	 The sensation of Claire Vanderpool


22:00	 The feats of Lois Lowry


23:00	 The sensation of Jonathan Auxier


25:15	 Books are a gateway
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Quotes and Questions 
Mirrors and windows. 
“It is absolutely essential for our children to read books about kids who live in a world that’s 
similar to their own. Of course, they also need to read books about children who are living 
in a world very different from their own. This is what Grace Lin meant in her TED Talk when 
she talked about how children’s books serve as both mirrors and windows.”


You can find Grace Lin’s presentation right here.  Are you thoughtfully making space for 
both kinds of books in your reading lists? C.S. Lewis once said that he read an old book for 
every new book he read. Could you read a window book for every mirror book?


RAR friend Sam Smith. 
S. D. Smith is a Read Aloud Revival favorite author.


You can find Sam’s podcast interview in Episode 21. And he was also an Author Access 
guest. His office is filled with great rabbit art!


The practice of commonplacing. 
“I started reading Peter Nimble and His Fantastic Eyes and realized I’m going to have to 
read this book with my commonplace journal right next to me.”


Do you use a commonplace book? Here’s a collection of pins and posts about 
commonplacing. It’s a great project to work on while kids are busy with their own school 
work, but might need you close by. You can mark passages that stand out to you as you  
read and then copy them into a notebook while your kids do their seat work.


Conversations turn into meaningful connections. 
“When we share stories with our kids, especially the best stories we can find, we create an 
opportunity to have really meaningful conversations with our kids about books, and to 
transform them and shape them.”


Here’s where you can find the Quickstart Gide to Great Conversations. Conversations—
natural, easy, generous conversations—really are a fabulous tool for forging deep 
connections through the books we are sharing.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_wQ8wiV3FVo
https://amongstlovelythings.com/21/
https://amongstlovelythings.com/author-events/s-d-smith/
https://www.pinterest.com/onedeepdrawer/the-art-of-commonplacing/
https://amongstlovelythings.com/membership-home/member-resources/
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Show Notes 
Books from today’s episode: 

• Little Women


• All-of-a-Kind Family


• Cheaper by the Dozen


• The Wingfeather Saga


• The Chronicles of Narnia


• A Single Shard


• Johnny Tremain


• The Rise and Fall of Mount Majestic


• The Princess and the Goblin


• Five Children and It


• The Penderwicks


• The Railway Children


• Goneaway Lake


• The Green Ember


• Ember Falls


• The Black Star of Kingston


• The Incorrigible Children of Ashton Place


• Mary Poppins


• Mercy Watson


• Because of Winn Dixie


• Poppy


• The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle
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https://www.amazon.com/Little-Women-Puffin-Louisa-Alcott/dp/0147514010/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1484861545&sr=8-1&keywords=Little+Women
https://www.amazon.com/All-Kind-Family-Sydney-Taylor/dp/0440400597/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484861566&sr=1-1&keywords=all+of+a+kind+family
https://www.amazon.com/Cheaper-Dozen-Perennial-Classics-Gilbreth/dp/006008460X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484861590&sr=1-1&keywords=cheaper+by+the+dozen
https://www.amazon.com/Edge-Dark-Darkness-Wingfeather-Saga/dp/1400073847/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484861609&sr=1-1&keywords=the+wingfeather+saga
https://www.amazon.com/Chronicles-Narnia-Box-Set-Lewis/dp/0061992887/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484861635&sr=1-1&keywords=the+chronicles+of+narnia
https://www.amazon.com/Single-Shard-Linda-Sue-Park/dp/0547534264/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484861656&sr=1-1&keywords=a+single+shard
https://www.amazon.com/Johnny-Tremain-Esther-Hoskins-Forbes/dp/0547614322/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484861878&sr=1-1&keywords=johnny+tremain
https://www.amazon.com/Rise-Fall-Mount-Majestic/dp/0142419346/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484861899&sr=1-1&keywords=the+rise+and+fall+of+mount+majestic
https://www.amazon.com/Princess-Goblin-Puffin-Classics/dp/0141332484/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484861921&sr=1-1&keywords=the+princess+and+the+goblin
https://www.amazon.com/Five-Children-Puffin-Classics-Nesbit/dp/014132161X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484861940&sr=1-1&keywords=five+children+and+it
https://www.amazon.com/Penderwicks-Summer-Sisters-Rabbits-Interesting/dp/0440420474/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484861964&sr=1-1&keywords=the+penderwicks
https://www.amazon.com/Railway-Children-Puffin-Classics/dp/0141321601/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484861988&sr=1-1&keywords=the+railway+children
https://www.amazon.com/Gone-Away-Lake-Books-Paperback/dp/0152022724/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484862005&sr=1-1&keywords=goneaway+lake
https://www.amazon.com/Green-Ember-Book/dp/0986223506/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484862028&sr=1-1&keywords=the+green+ember
https://www.amazon.com/Ember-Falls-Green-Book/dp/0996436804/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484862046&sr=1-1&keywords=ember+falls
https://www.amazon.com/Black-Star-Kingston-S-Smith/dp/0986223530/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484862065&sr=1-1&keywords=the+black+star+of+kingston
https://www.amazon.com/Incorrigible-Children-Ashton-Place-Mysterious/dp/0062366939/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484862084&sr=1-1&keywords=the+incorrigible+children+of+ashton+place
https://www.amazon.com/Mary-Poppins-80th-Anniversary-Collection/dp/0544340477/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484862101&sr=1-1&keywords=mary+poppins
https://www.amazon.com/Mercy-Watson-6-Book-Series/dp/B00WTIB0C8/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484862117&sr=1-1&keywords=mercy+watson
https://www.amazon.com/Because-Winn-Dixie-Kate-DiCamillo/dp/0763680869/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484862138&sr=1-1&keywords=because+of+winn+dixie
https://www.amazon.com/Poppy-Tales-Dimwood-Forest-Avi/dp/0380727692/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484862156&sr=1-1&keywords=poppy
https://www.amazon.com/True-Confessions-Charlotte-Doyle/dp/0545477115/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484862177&sr=1-1&keywords=the+true+confessions+of+charlotte+doyle
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• Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH


• Tuck Everlasting


• The Search for Delicious


• Sarah, Plain and Tall


• Navigating Early


• Moon Over Manifest


• The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn


• Number the Stars


• The Giver


• Peter Nimble and His Fantastic Eyes


• Sophie Quire and the Last  Storyguard


• 100 Cupboards


• Death by Living


• Notes From the Tilt-A-Whirl


Other links from today’s show: 

	 •	 Grab our booklist!


	 •	 Get our picture book recommendations.


	 •	 RAR #21: Finding Allies in Imagination, with S.D. Smith


	 •	 Avi Author Access Event


	 •	 RAR #56: What's at Stake and Why Stories Matter, with Jonathan Auxier


	 •	 Tuck Everlasting movie


	 •	 RAR #44: Magic and Fear in Children's Books, with N.D. Wilson


To find more resources to help you build your family culture around books, visit 
ReadAloudRevival.com.
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https://www.amazon.com/Mrs-Frisby-Rats-Robert-OBrien/dp/0689710682/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484862196&sr=1-1&keywords=mrs.+frisby+and+the+rats+of+nimh
https://www.amazon.com/Tuck-Everlasting-Natalie-Babbit/dp/0312369816/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484862226&sr=1-1&keywords=tuck+everlasting
https://www.amazon.com/Search-Delicious-Natalie-Babbitt/dp/0312369824/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484862251&sr=1-1&keywords=the+search+for+delicious
https://www.amazon.com/Sarah-Plain-Tall-30th-Anniversary/dp/0062399527/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484862275&sr=1-1&keywords=sarah+plain+and+tall
https://www.amazon.com/Navigating-Early-Clare-Vanderpool/dp/0307930653/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484862298&sr=1-1&keywords=navigating+early
https://www.amazon.com/Moon-Over-Manifest-Clare-Vanderpool/dp/0375858296/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484862315&sr=1-1&keywords=moon+over+manifest
https://www.amazon.com/Adventures-Huckleberry-Finn-Mark-Twain/dp/0486280616/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484862374&sr=1-1&keywords=huck+finn
https://www.amazon.com/Number-Stars-Lois-Lowry/dp/0547577095/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484862410&sr=1-1&keywords=number+the+stars
https://www.amazon.com/Giver-Quartet-Lois-Lowry/dp/0544336267/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484862430&sr=1-1&keywords=the+giver
https://www.amazon.com/Peter-Nimble-His-Fantastic-Eyes/dp/1419704214/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484862461&sr=1-1&keywords=peter+nimble+and+his
https://www.amazon.com/Sophie-Quire-Last-Storyguard-Adventure/dp/1419717472/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484862482&sr=1-1&keywords=sophie+quire+and+the+last+storyguard+by+jonathan+auxier
https://www.amazon.com/100-Cupboards-Bk/dp/0375838821/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484862507&sr=1-1&keywords=100+cupboards
https://www.amazon.com/Death-Living-Life-Meant-Spent/dp/0849920094/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484862524&sr=1-1&keywords=death+by+living
https://www.amazon.com/Notes-Tilt-Whirl-Wide-Eyed-Wonder/dp/0849920078/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484862547&sr=1-1&keywords=notes+from+the+tilt-a-whirl
https://amongstlovelythings.com/
http://amongstlovelythings.com/booklist/
https://amongstlovelythings.com/21/
https://amongstlovelythings.com/product/avi-video-replay/
https://amongstlovelythings.com/56/
http://amzn.to/2iK62lI
https://amongstlovelythings.com/44-2/

