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Meet Jonathan Auxier 
Jonathan Auxier is a NYT Bestselling author. His first 
novel Peter Nimble and his Fantastic Eyes was an ABA 
New Voices pick and a BookPage Magazine "Best Book" 
of 2011. 


His bestselling The Night Gardener is a Junior Library 
Guild selection, an ABA IndieNext pick, an Amazon 
Editor's Pick of the Month, and winner of the TD Book 
Prize and ILA Book Award. His newest novel, Sophie 
Quire & the Last Storyguard is available now. 


He lives in Pittsburgh with his family.


In This Episode 
Sarah is joined by her daughter Alison as they interview Jonathan.  


They talk about the year Jonathan was homeschooled and the books that turned him into a 
reader. Jonathan stops Sarah so he can figure out just how many children she has! Then they 
dish on favorite books and favorite children. And trade Chesterton quotes. 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The Listening Guide 
Use this guide to skip to parts that most interest you, or listen to the entire podcast. 

3:45	 A little about Jonathan and his family


6:45	 Jonathan’s reading habits as a child


11:50	 Recommendations from the year of homeschooling


15:45	 Jonathan’s favorite book


17:40	 Alison’s favorite book	 


20:00	 Where did Peter Nimble come from?


22:50	 What happens when we turn our back on a story


27:00	 Connecting kids with the joy of stories


29:50	 Jonathan’s mission at book signings


33:00	 Dark characters in children’s stories


39:30	 Jonathan’s favorite author


42:30	 Let the Kids Speak


When the right reader finds the right story something 
almost mystical transpires and it can actually transform 
who they are and their perception of the whole world.  

~ Jonathan Auxier  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Quotes and Questions 
Finding joy in children’s books throughout your lifetime. 

“That’s always been, sort of, a through line in my life as a reader, even as I’ve dabbled 
in other kinds of story-telling, children’s books have always played a huge role in my 
life.”


One of the hidden joys of reading aloud is actually getting to enjoy children’s stories 
ourselves. Gretchen Rubin reads a children’s book every month. Do you revel in your 
read alouds? Do your kids know how much pleasure you taken sharing these stories 
with them?


Are you kids seeing YOU read? 
“I think it is essential for our children to see us reading.”


So how about it? How often do your children see you reading? How often do they see 
you prioritize stories instead of screens?   
 
Jonathan has an intriguing list of children’s lit titles on his website from the MFA class 
he teaches.


Collecting quotables. 
Sarah said,  “I copy out quotes from books all the time, but so do my kids.”


Collecting quotes in a commonplace book is an excellent way to help deepen our 
experiences of the stories we read.  Here is a pinboard of ideas that RAR collected to 
help inspire and inform your practice. 

READALOUDREVIVAL.COM Page  4

http://READALOUDREVIVAL.COM
http://www.thescop.com/2016/08/childrens-literature-reading-list/
https://www.pinterest.com/onedeepdrawer/the-art-of-commonplacing/


Cheat Sheet Episode 56

Show Notes 
Books from today’s episode: 

• The Night Gardener


• Peter Nimble and His Fantastic Eyes


• Sophie Quire and The Last Story Guard


• The Harry Potter series


• The Cam Jansen series


• The Hardy Boys series


• The Nancy Drew series


• The Stinky Cheese Man and Other Fairly Stupid Tales


• Matilda


• Book of Three


• Treasure Island


• The Wingfeather Saga


• Origami Yoda


• Wonder


• Diary of a Wimpy Kid


• Nathan Hales Hazardous Tales


• The Jumbies


• Coraline


• Fifth Business


Other links from today’s show: 

	 •	 RAR #36: Christmas and Advent Read-Alouds, Elizabeth Foss


	 •	 The Read-Aloud Revival shop - OPEN NOW!
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https://www.amazon.com/Night-Gardener-Jonathan-Auxier/dp/1419715313/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1480205564&sr=8-2&keywords=the+night+gardener
https://www.amazon.com/Peter-Nimble-His-Fantastic-Eyes/dp/1419704214/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1480205606&sr=8-1&keywords=peter+nimble
https://www.amazon.com/Sophie-Quire-Last-Storyguard-Adventure/dp/1419717472/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1480205636&sr=8-1&keywords=sophie+quire+and+the+last+storyguard+by+jonathan+auxier
https://www.amazon.com/Harry-Potter-Sorcerers-Stone-Rowling/dp/059035342X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1480205665&sr=8-1&keywords=harry+potter+and+the+sorcerer's+stone
https://www.amazon.com/Cam-Jansen-Mystery-Stolen-Diamonds/dp/0142400106/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1480205686&sr=8-1&keywords=cam+jansen
https://www.amazon.com/Tower-Treasure-Hardy-Boys-No/dp/0448089017/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1480205715&sr=8-3&keywords=hardy+boys
https://www.amazon.com/Secret-Clock-Nancy-Drew-Book/dp/0448095017/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1480205762&sr=8-2&keywords=nancy+drew
https://www.amazon.com/Stinky-Cheese-Other-Fairly-Stupid/dp/067084487X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1480205786&sr=8-1&keywords=the+stinky+cheese
https://www.amazon.com/Matilda-Roald-Dahl/dp/0142410373/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1480205820&sr=8-2&keywords=matilda
https://www.amazon.com/Book-Three-Chronicles-Prydain/dp/0805080481/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1480205853&sr=8-1&keywords=book+of+three
https://www.amazon.com/Treasure-Island-Robert-Louis-Stevenson/dp/1505297400/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1480205883&sr=8-1&keywords=treasure+island
https://www.amazon.com/Edge-Dark-Darkness-Wingfeather-Saga/dp/1400073847/ref=sr_1_sc_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1480205911&sr=8-1-spell&keywords=wingfather
https://www.amazon.com/Strange-Case-Origami-Yoda/dp/1419715178/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1480205965&sr=8-1&keywords=origami+yoda
https://www.amazon.com/Wonder-R-J-Palacio/dp/0375869026/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1480205980&sr=8-1&keywords=wonder
https://www.amazon.com/Diary-Wimpy-Kid-Book-1/dp/0810993139/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1480205999&sr=1-3&keywords=diary+of+a+wimpy+kid
https://www.amazon.com/Dead-Nathan-Hales-Hazardous-Tales/dp/141970396X/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1480206024&sr=1-2&keywords=nathan+hales+hazardous+tales+series
https://www.amazon.com/Jumbies-Tracey-Baptiste/dp/161620592X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1480206045&sr=1-1&keywords=the+jumbies
https://www.amazon.com/Coraline-Neil-Gaiman/dp/0380807343/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1480206064&sr=1-1&keywords=coraline
https://www.amazon.com/Business-Deptford-Trilogy-Robertson-Davies/dp/0141186151/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1480206085&sr=1-1&keywords=fifth+business
https://amongstlovelythings.com/36/
https://amongstlovelythings.com/store/
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	 •	 That C.S. Lewis quote that Sarah shares


	 •	 On Three Ways of Writing for Children by C.S. Lewis


	 •	 That G.K. Chesterton quote


	 •	 Jonathan's website


	 •	 Jonathan on Facebook


	 •	 Jonathan on Twitter


To find more resources to help you build your family culture around books, visit 
ReadAloudRevival.com.

READALOUDREVIVAL.COM Page  6

http://www.goodreads.com/quotes/1244-friendship-is-unnecessary-like-philosophy-like-art-it-has-no
http://mail.scu.edu.tw/~jmklassen/scu99b/chlitgrad/3ways.pdf
http://www.goodreads.com/quotes/341193-fairy-tales-do-not-tell-children-the-dragons-exist-children
http://www.thescop.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Jonathan-Auxier-114864285253596/
https://twitter.com/JonathanAuxier
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