EPISODE 39

Reading to Kids with Special Needs
Guest: Cheryl Swope
Cheat Sheet by Kortney Garrison
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Meet Cheryl Swope
Cheryl Swope is the author of two books, Simply
Classical: A Beautiful Education for Any Child, which helps
parents and teachers implement a classical curriculum
for special needs children and struggling students and
her newest book, Eternal Treasures: Teaching Your Child at
Home.
She holds Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Special
Education.
She and her husband homeschooled their adopted
special needs twins who are now adults.
Cheryl has worked with special needs children, youth, and adults for more than
30 years. You can find out more about her work at CherylSwope.com.

In This Episode
Sarah talks to Cheryl about the role that reading aloud played as she
homeschooled her own children with special needs.
Cheryl speaks eloquently about her experiences and shares actionable strategies
to help kids with special needs get the most out of read-aloud time.
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Cheryl also shares the philosophy behind her curriculum and invites families to
participate in her free forum at SimplyClassical.com.

That’s the that advantage homeschooling moms have that they
don’t realize that they have. But they have the finger on the
pulse of that child’s abilities in every area so they can integrate
all of the things that the speech therapist is telling them. They
could integrate that right into their homeschooling and that’s so
powerful for our children.
-Cheryl Swope
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Listening Guide
Use this guide to skip to parts that most interest you, or listen to the entire
podcast.
4:05

Cheryl’s family

7:20

Choosing to homeschool
The advantage that homeschooling moms have

11:40

Support for parents homeschooling children with special needs

13:05

How Simply Classical came to be written

16:00

The efficacy of classical education

17:00

Cheryl’s brush with Darth Vader

19:20

Timeless Bible stories for comfort and hope

20:10

The benefits of reading aloud for special needs kids

22:50

The turning point for Cheryl’s family

25:00

A time to exhale

25:25

Choosing books to read aloud

28:10

How books from the classical tradition stoked a love of learning

30:50

The logistics of reading aloud to a child with special needs

35:20

Advice for moms just starting out

36:50

How books can help with cognitive training

38:35

Sarah Mackenzie: the new Jim Trelease!
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10:30
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Quotes & Questions
{{One more
“We had a really good language therapist. She was classically trained herself. She was a
nun because the hospital we went to was a Catholic children’s hospital. She taught me
the technique of “one more” where you remain in control rather than having the child
when he’s done. When the child wants to be done then you say, we’ll do one more. And
then you do whether one more book, one more page, one more paragraph, whatever it
is, that allows the parent to dictate rather than getting into either a negotiation or just
an acquiescence to a child.”
Cheryl shares a powerful tool for expanding a child’s ability to listen to read alouds. This
firm but gentle approach leaves plenty of room for differences between children. Have
you tried a strategy like this in your home?

{{Using a Socratic approach
“Children with special needs often need to be engaged a little more so rather than
assuming that they’re right there with you. They may be miles away in their mind. You
need to ask questions--so that sort of Socratic approach while reading aloud. And we
can do that just simply with things like ‘what do you think will happen next?’ as you’re
poised to turn the page. And go ahead and let them answer. They have to base their
guess on something that they’ve heard and then you can turn the page. ‘Let’s see. Let’s
read and find out.’ So keeping them engaged through questioning in the stories that’s
another thing that needs to be done.”
This is another deceptively simple tool to monitor engagement. If you’d like more ideas
for using the Socratic approach, watch Education in an Hour with Adam Andrews and
make sure to download the Quickstart Guide to Great Conversations with Your Kids.
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{{The incalculable role of reading aloud
“All of these things I believe helped to lift them above the very real and painful
challenges that they faced in their daily lives and that we faced with them. So the
language was so elevating that we all just became entranced with those read alouds.
They played an enormous role, really an incalculable role, in our homeschooling. Like so
many children with special needs, writing and doing arithmetic, these things are very,
very hard to do and they take a lot of effort on our children’s part and a lot of effort on
our part to teach them. But reading aloud was something that could be done in a more
relaxed, comfortable and I guess just a more familial kind of a setting.”
Another advantage that homeschoolers often overlook is the goodness of being at
home. We aren’t in school with it’s built in structures and schedules. Let’s use this
to our advantage! How can you make more challenging work feel more relaxed and
comfortable? Small shifts—lighting a candle, playing music, taking brain breaks,
making time for healthy snacks—can go a long way toward creating a more homey
homeschool.
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Show Notes
Books from today’s episode:
Simply Classical by Cheryl Swope
Eternal Treasures: Teaching Your Child at Home by
Cheryl Swope
Little Bear by Elsa Holmelud Minarik
The Epic of Gilgamesh
Little Britches: Father and I Were Ranchers by Ralph
Moody
The Fellowship of the Ring by J.R.R. Tolkien
Endangered Minds: Why Children Don’t Think and What
We Can Do About It by Jane M. Healy
Failure to Connect: How Computers Affect Our Children’s
Minds—and What We Can Do About It by Jane M.
Healy
The Read-Aloud Handbook by Jim Trelease
Book by favorite authors:
Homer
Margaret Wise Brown
Robert McCloskey
Tasha Tudor
Other links from today’s show:
Latina Christiana (Cheryl Lowe’s program from
Memoria Press)
The Simply Classical forum for 24/7 support and
ongoing discussion
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Simply Classical curriculum packages from Memoria
Press (more coming in 2016!)
A little more about that neuroscience study Cheryl
references

For more information about membership, head to
ReadAloudRevival.com and click on the “Discover
Membership” button.
To find more resources to help you build your family
culture around books, visit ReadAloudRevival.com.
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