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Meet Sarah Mackenzie
Sarah is a Catholic convert, smitten wife, and
homeschooling mama of half a dozen kids
(including twins!). Her first book, Teaching from Rest:
A Homeschooler’s Guide to Unshakable Peace was
published in August 2015 by Classical Academic
Press. She is the host of the Read-Aloud Revival and
also publishes a free to publish the FREE bimonthly
e-magazine Flourish that helps mamas to live full
and love well.

In This Episode
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In this episode, Sarah flies solo. She walks us through the ins and outs of
transitioning from picture books to longer novels. She shares five tips that will
ease the worry of finding the right books and really cementing a love for reading
aloud in your family.

Those first experiences with reading aloud
from longer books really ought to be delightful and
set the tone and set the stage for things to come. . . .
Set yourself up for success and then just enjoy the ride.
-Sarah Mackenzie
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Cheater’s Guide
Use this guide to skip to parts that most interest you, or listen to the entire
podcast.
1:20

#ReadAloudRevival

2:10

Starting off with a failure

3:40

What reading novels requires of your kids

4:40

#1 The right book makes a difference

5:45

Favorite short story collections

7:10

Sarah’s go-to booklists

9:00

Does Ramona Quimby meet the three criteria?
#2 Read aloud when you have a captive audience

11:35

More on audiobooks from Mystie Winckler

12:40

Do kids need to sit still when they listen?

14:05

#3 Keep it short

16:10

#4 Read what you love

19:30

#5 Never stop reading picture books
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10:00

Cheat Sheet * Page 3 * ReadAloudRevival.com

Major Takeaways
1. The right books makes a difference.
See the show notes on the next page for a printable list of all the books Sarah
mentioned.

2. Read when you have a captive audience.
Sarah says, “Audiobooks can be a fantastic resource for those books that you don’t really
love reading aloud but that will still help from your children and that you still want part
of your family’s literary culture.”

3. Keep it short.
“Remember, listening and paying attention to what you’re hearing, those are learned
skills. Your kids will get better at it over time.”

4. Read what you love.
“The fact of the matter is we don’t all love the same books and what we’re trying to do
is pass on a heritage to our kids and to really enjoy being together in delight and read
aloud time.”

5. Never stop reading picture books.
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“Fifteen minutes on most days over years and years – that will add up to a great fortune
one day, a really strong family culture.”
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Show Notes
Other links from today’s episode:

Books Sarah mentioned today:
A Bear Called Paddington by Michael Bond
Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White
The Mouse and the Motorcycle by Beverly Cleary
James and the Giant Peach by Roald Dahl
Three Tales of My Father’s Dragon by Ruth Stiles
Gannett
The Bears on Hemlock Mountain by Alice Dalgliesh
The Cricket in Times Square by George Selden
Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle by Betty MacDonald
Sarah, Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlan
Favorite Thornton Burgess Animal Stories by Thornton
Burgess
Treasury for Children by James Herriot
Poppy by Avi
The Milly-Molly-Mandy Storybook by Joyce Lankester
Brisley
McBroom’s Wonderful One-Acre Farm by Sid
Fleischman
Pippi Longstocking by Astrid Lindgren
The Boxcar Children by Gertrude Chandler Warner

Sarah mentioned The Baldwin Project, where you can
access free Thornton Burgess books.
BooksShouldBeFree.com (now known as LoyalBooks)
is a great site for accessing Thornton Burgess books
along with other classics in the public domain. The
Thornton Burgess Animal Book audio is here.
One of Sarah’s favorite spots for locating booklists is
Center for Lit.
In RAR Podcast #2, Sarah interviews Adam Andrews
of the Center for Lit about how to engage your
children in books.
In RAR Podcast #14, Sarah interviews Mystie Winckler
about using audiobooks in the home.

For more information about membership, head to
ReadAloudRevival.com and click on the “Discover Membership” button
To learn about gift subscriptions to the Read-Aloud
Revival membership site, head here and click on the
“Gift” button
To find more resources to help you build your family
culture around books, visit ReadAloudRevival.com.

Farmer Boy by Laura Ingalls Wilder
The Ramona Collection by Beverly Cleary
The Wheel on the School by Meindert DeJong
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The Horse and His Boy by C.S. Lewis
May B. by Caroline Starr Rose
Blue Birds by Caroline Starr Rose
The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien
Swallows and Amazons by Arthur Ransome
Honey for a Child’s Heart by Gladys Hunt
Read for the Heart by Sarah Clarkson
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