bonus episode
Jonathan Bean and . . . What’s Coming in 2016!
Guest: Jonathan Bean
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Sarah: Hello, hello! Sarah Mackenzie here as usual, except
nothing is usual about this episode. It’s a bonus episode.
I told you in the last episode that we wouldn’t be back
until after Christmas and here I am before Christmas, and
I’m recovering from a bout of laryngitis. So my throat’s
a little scratchy. But I could not wait to share this with
you to say I have been excited about sharing it would
be something of an understatement. We’re putting the
finishing touches on the 2016 lineup at the Read-Aloud
Revival and I wanted to tell you all about it so you could
know what’s coming and get excited with me, find out
what’s coming on the podcast, find out what else we’re
doing. I am going all in on the Read-Aloud Revival this
year. I know many of you have seen me working on
various projects in the past years. That’s kind of the way
I roll, doing a million things and just sort of letting my
enthusiasm get the best of me. But in 2016, every ounce
of that energy is going to the Read-Aloud Revival. You all
inspire me so much and I’ve had so much fun watching
what a simple act of reading with our kids can do for the
relationships in our homes, for adding some wind to our
sails when we’re getting tired and rundown. Mostly, I just
love, love, love this community. I love the Revival.
Today, I want to give you a peek into what we have
planned for 2016. I think you’re going to be as excited
about it as I am so I’m going to share a super wonderful
short conversation with one of my favorite picture book
authors, the writer and illustrator of the only picture book
on homeschooling that has published by one of the big
traditional publishers. And if you haven’t seen this book
yet, you are going to love me forever for introducing it
to you. Then I’m going to give you a sneak peek into all
the fabulous stuff we have been planning for the ReadAloud Revival in 2016 and at the very end, I’m going to
tell you how you can win a $100 Amazon gift card. With
me? I thought so. See, this is why I couldn’t wait until after
Christmas.

2:15

What’s coming up on the podcast

Okay first, the podcast, next year we’re starting out a
brand new year podcast episodes with Anne Bogel,
otherwise known as Modern Mrs. Darcy. She’ll be helping
us learn how to cultivate a reading life right at the
beginning of the new year to inspire the heck out of your
new year’s resolutions. We’ll continue with our normal
podcast schedule releasing a new show every other
Tuesday and the year’s lineup includes topics like a dad’s
role in a read aloud family, how to read aloud with special
needs kids, how reading can heal the culture one story
at a time, and a whole host of other fabulous topics and
really wonderful guests. Kortney and I are even going
to do an episode on what goes on behind the scenes at
Read-Aloud Revival. So that will be really fun!
3:03

iTunes reviews!

The podcast, I’ll remind you, is always free. You can find
it on iTunes and we’re going to keep that up all through
2016. I have to say, I do happy dances every time I check
in to read the iTunes reviews. You guys leave the best
iTunes reviews. For example, The Simple Living Mom left
one that said, “This is the best podcast ever! Whatever
you’re doing right now that doesn’t involve listening to
this podcast, just stop doing it and go listen. Our family is
also really enjoying the Read-Aloud Revival membership.
You need to check that out too. So glad to see such great
material being created for families.” That was a fun find.
S.D. Smith, you know him. He’s the author of The Green
Ember and The Black Star of Kingston. His family gave
the podcast 5 billion stars. Thank you very much Smith
family. CarrieKate333 said, “Love, love, love listening to
this podcast because of the inspiration it gives me. I’m
not a homeschooler but I love Sarah’s philosophy. This
podcast is a must-listen to any parents who believe in
the importance of reading to learn and connecting with
their kids.” And DeeMet said, “I’ve always been drawn to
literature-based curriculums but I’ve definitely struggled
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to make them my own and meld them to our family
needs. Finding this podcast has brought what feels like
kindred spirits and cheerleaders into my life when I was
desperate for encouragement. I feel empowered to make
my own road map for my children’s education.”
That made my heart positively sing. Thank you every
last one of you for your iTunes reviews. Those are just an
astounding help to get the word out about the podcast.
I have no doubt that your generous reviews have been
instrumental in giving the Read-Aloud Revival to over
half a million downloads which is so exciting!
4:50

Jonathan Bean’s new book

Okay, so I told you I had a conversation with one my
new favorite picture book authors and illustrators. Oh
my goodness! This book. Now a lot of publishers send
books to the Read-Aloud Revival in the hopes that we’ll
like what we see and tell you all about them here on
the podcast. But I tell you what, we have a very high
bar around here so I know how valuable your time and
energy is and I only want to share the best of the best
with you which is why I cannot wait to tell you about
Jonathan Bean’s new book. It’s called This Is My Home, This
Is My School. It’s a brand new picture book and it is just
the most delightful depiction of homeschooling. And
not because the house is tidy and the kids look happy
and everything looks hunky-dory, actually not at all. I do
love this picture book so much that I immediately invited
Jonathan here to tell us about how on earth he could
so accurately tell the story of a homeschooling family in
a picture book’s length. So we had a really quick 10-15
minute conversation and I knew you’d want to hear it. So
let’s go listen to that.
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6:05

Jonathan’s inspiration

Sarah: Okay so Jonathan I have to know about where
you got all of this insight for This Is My Home, This Is My
School? The illustrations and the text in this book are
utterly delightful. When my kids and I paged through
them, we were laughing. I mean they’re so accurate.
The Kleenex next to the child doing math, the slightly
chaotic, sometimes very chaotic house and the mom
who I think alternates between looking really weary and
exhausted and completely excited and enthusiastic. I just
was like “Oh my goodness! This is somebody who knows

homeschooling. So you’ve got to tell me a little more
background on how you know so much about what it’s
like to be in a homeschooling family.
Jonathan: Well I know so much about it because I was
a homeschooler. I was homeschooled from kindergarten
all the way through high school. My first year would
have been I think 86 or 87 was when my parents started
homeschooling. They began with my older sister before
me who’s a couple years older than me. So back in the
80’s, it was kind of a new, unheard of thing to do. It’s
much more common now I think. But that’s where many,
many, many of these little anecdotal details in the book
come from.
Sarah: Yeah you’re parents were kind of the homeschool
pioneers then. That’s kind of what we call them.
7:40

Homeschooling pioneers

Jonathan: Yeah, and then in the other books I wrote about
my family building our house. They also were literally
pioneers because they wanted to move to a country area
and grow a garden and build a house and so this is a
followup book to that one. The family is now a little older
and they’re homeschooling. But it all came from, mostly I
say it’s not my autobiographical, and I’ll say that because
my mom... the scene in the cafeteria where my mom is
looking really cross for spilling something and I should
explain in the book that the text tells it straight. You don’t
really know what type of school it is if you only read the
text. It’s just that tell the other side of the story that this
is not at all a typical school. There’s the cafeteria which is
their family’s kitchen. There’s the playground which is out
back in the tree. There’s the many, many school rooms
which can be anywhere from the living room to the creek
out back. And so anyhow in this one scene, my mom in
the cafeteria is looking upset and she always looks at that
and she’s worried that people are going to think that...
Sarah: That’s what I would look like at lunch time on a
normal day though so...
Jonathan: And also, I just wanted the book to be
brimming with life and so the whole thing about being
messy and chaotic and she was little nervous about that
too that people wouldn’t think she was disorganized.
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Sarah: Isn’t that the first thing I wrote to you when I
emailed you about this book. I said, I so appreciate how
the house is not overly tidy because a pet peeve of mine.
9:40

Picture book houses

Jonathan: Right, right. And when you mentioned that I
thought you’re absolutely right. Think of all the picture
books that take place in homes which are many of them,
how often do you see homes that actually look like what
our homes look like most of the time which is semi-tidy
at best. And so in any case, right, I’m glad you picked that
up and you liked it.
My mom actually was quite organized because she had a
master’s in elementary education and so at some point,
my editor said... he knows my family enough to know that
my mom was not a disorganized sort of person and so
he said, “You should put something in it that shows she
really knew what she was doing.” So at the very beginning
and at the end of the book, you see a cork board where
they have school work and other sorts of projects are
pinned up on this board and so the other thing you see
there are lesson plans because my mom was very... every
weekend, she would write out the lesson plans for the
coming week or maybe the coming few weeks and we
had to follow the lesson plan. We had to do that work for
the day whether or not, regardless, that was just what we
had to do. So she was very organized as homeschoolers
go and so I don’t want people to get that idea but...
Sarah: No. Andrea, Emelyn, Susanna, are these your real
sisters?
Jonathan: Yes, they are.
Sarah: Oh my goodness I love it! Okay.
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11:50 Celebrating the homeschooling lifestyle
Jonathan: Right. But the overall idea was to just create
something that really celebrated the homeschooling
lifestyle and because it hasn’t been done in a picture
book form where homeschooling is the central subject
of the book and so it was actually my editor who came
to me way back in 2008 after I’ve done my first book with
him and FSG. And he said he had done some googling
and had discovered that I was homeschooled and he said,
“You really should think about doing the homeschool

book. It hasn’t been done before. Homeschoolers are big
readers. They love books.” And so then it took a number
of years and I did a couple books in between before I
figured out how I wanted to tell the story.
Sarah: Well I love it and absolutely your editor is right
because we have this huge community of mostly
homeschoolers who are avid readers. And I’ll tell you
what, I think it’s so refreshing for my kids to pick up a book
and not have to fit themselves into a story. My kids have
never been to school so not have to fit themselves into a
story that they don’t really have any personal connection
with. So I love that they can open this up and it’s like “Oh
my goodness! That is what my life is like and I fit into this
bigger picture.” This is happening all over the country, all
over the world. And this is I think a beautiful way to bond
these kids with a bigger picture of what’s happening in
the homeschooling world.
13:05 Learning happens all the time
Jonathan: Well that’s really great to hear. I’m glad you
said that and yeah that’s absolutely one of the things
I wanted to do with the book and so I’m glad that it’s
coming across that way as a celebration and something
that homeschoolers and other... and I didn’t even write it
specifically or only for homeschoolers because another
point that I’m trying to make with the book is that
learning can happen at any moment and so whoever it is
that wants to make their home a place of learning, that’s
who the book is for.
Sarah: Oh I think you do such a good job of that and the
ending really takes that home when you say, “This is show
and tell and our dinner.” And there’s the picture of them
enjoying the family meal together and showing what
they’ve done and our Astronomy class and they’re sitting
out under the stars as a family looking up at the stars
and the English lesson with dad all snuggled up in bed. I
mean when I read that at the end, it was like that’s right,
that’s what we’re doing here, something bigger than
just doing school at home. We’re doing that thing where
we’re celebrating and enjoying learning everywhere all
the time.
Jonathan: Right and that really was, dinnertime was
an institution at my family. We all ate dinner together
in evenings. And it was that time where we would talk
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about things we were learning or some project we were
working on and it was that time that we could show our
dad what we had found during the day. And so of course,
I think the child in the illustration is throwing her food
into the air, or the youngest is throwing her food into
the air. That did not happen every night, maybe once or
twice.
Sarah: A week or at all?
Jonathan: At all probably.
Sarah: I have twin 2-year olds so this happens on a much
more regular basis at my house.
Jonathan: My youngest sister and of course I don’t know
about myself, maybe I threw my food into the air all the
time when I was that age but...
Sarah: You look pretty well-behaved in this picture
actually when you come to think of it.
Jonathan: Yeah, someone’s said something about, “Wow!
You look like the most behaved child in the book.” Well
except maybe for my older sister who’s always reading in
the book.
Sarah: Yeah, she is. She totally is.
Jonathan: I feel guilty about that like was I being easy
on myself?
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Sarah: I want to invite our listeners because Jonathan
Bean is going to be live inside membership doing a Live
Author Event where your kids can ask him their questions.
And of course this isn’t the only book Jonathan has done.
You may recognize his illustrations from some other
of your favorite books. My kids love the Emmy and the
Incredible Shrinking Rat book. He illustrated that. At Night
and Building Our House both won the Boston Globe Horn
Book Award is that right? And a couple other...
Jonathan: That’s correct.
Sarah: Yeah. Thank you so much for giving us a little peek
into your newest book and we’ll have links in the show
notes so you can find it really easily. It’s definitely one that
you’re going to want to have on your bookshelf especially
if you’re a homeschooling family. Just get a copy of it. Put
it out where your kids can find it and see what happens

when they start flipping through the pages. That would
be really fun!
15:50 Peek into an illustrator’s studio
Jonathan: Yeah, and I also add that for the webinar that
we do, I’ll be sitting at my drawing desk and I’ll have my
drawing studio in the background and I’ll have some
original artwork and other things around so people
can get a glimpse into what an illustrator’s studio looks
like and what the life of an illustrator is like. And also, if
people have questions about what it was like to grow
up as a homeschooler and then eventually become an
illustrator and what that path was like, I’d be happy to talk
about that as well.
Sarah: Oh wonderful! Yes and I forgot to mention, you
sent me some in-process sketches which we can pull up
on the screen at the Live Author Event. I love looking at
the pictures especially of the field trip page of the bus
flying over the... which I love. I drive a 12-passenger van
with all of my pack load of kids so I love this picture of this
bus kind of flying over the fields on its way to a field trip.
And I love looking at your in-process sketches of a few
different illustrations and seeing how you change things
and maybe just change the perspective or got out a little
further or up a little closer and the details you added was
really fun so we’ll make sure we share those with the kids
as well.
Jonathan: Absolutely.
Sarah: Thank you so much and I’m looking forward to
talking with you next month.
Jonathan: Thank you. Sounds good.
17:30 More about Live Author Events
Sarah: Okay, how fun is that, right? Once I realized that
the illustrator of This Is My Home, This Is My School was
also the illustrator of several other of our favorite books,
I knew I had to have him on the podcast. But I also knew
he could be a fabulous featured author for one of our
upcoming Live Author Events. Let me tell you, these
are so fabulous because your kids get to actually meet
their favorite authors. No lines at the bookstore. No like
30 seconds, sign my book, shake your hand, and you’re
off. They can ask their questions and they can get their
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questions answered live on screen. These happen in realtime and your kids get a way more up close and personal
experience with the authors than they would get if they
met them at a bookstore especially with the caliber of the
authors we have lined up for 2016. Oh boy! Let me tell
you, we did four of these author events in 2015 and our
membership community loved them. As in they begged
us to do them as often as possible. And because I’m
inclined to do whatever I can to please the fantastic folks
in the Read-Aloud Revival Membership, we’re doing just
that.
So every single month in 2016, we’ll be featuring another
live author for one of these events. And I have been going
all out in getting exactly the authors you’ve all been
requesting. So in January, we’ll hear first from Jonathan
Bean. He’s going to show us in-process sketches. We’re
going to pull them up on screen. He’s going to put his
computer right in front of where he creates his work.
And so your kids are going to get to see right where he
creates it and he’ll be able to talk about what it was like
to be a homeschooled kid growing up homeschooled all
the way through high school and then becoming a very
successful writer and illustrator. That’s going to be so fun!
19:20 More authors coming in 2016
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And then later on in the air, we have Anne Ursu. She’s the
author of Breadcrumbs which is a modern retelling of The
Snow Queen. We’ll have Candace Fleming. I know you’ve
seen her picture books even if you don’t necessarily
recognize her name right off. The Hatmaker’s Sign, that
one is a Five in a Row title. Muncha! Muncha! Muncha!
one of my twins just loves that book. Imogene’s Last
Stand, Clever Jack Takes the Cake, oh there’s just a ton
of picture books, biographies. She also writes historical
picture books.
Another author we’re going to have on is Mary Casanova.
She’s written a slew of books that are pretty delightful.
Picture books like One-Dog Canoe and One-Dog Sleigh.
She’s also written some of the American Girl books which
I thought would be really fun to ask her about, how
she researches and prepares for those. I’ve got some
American Girl lovers in my house.
Laura Purdie Salas is going to be featured this year as
well. She’s written a book of poems about books called

BookSpeak! and she’s written some wonderful picture
books called A Leaf Can Be..., A Rock Can Be..., Water Can
Be... They’re poetic explorations of scientific topics.
They’re just delightful.
Elizabeth Verdick is a new-to-me author we’ll be featuring
this year. We’ll be talking about her darling picture book,
Peep Leap. And she’s got a bunch of board books out as
well. Andrew Clements. Oh my goodness! If you have not
read Frindle with your elementary school age kids, you
need to stop this podcast and go do that. Okay, don’t do
it now. Do it after the podcast. Frindle, it’s got to be one
of our family’s all-time favorites. My kids love the work of
Andrew Clements. He’s authored a tremendous number
of books. I’m not even sure how many. And we’re going
to dive into some of those when he’s on.
And speaking of authors who have written shelves-full
of books, Avi, the author of Poppy, Ragweed, The True
Confessions of Charlotte Doyle, the Crispin series, yeah,
that Avi. Actually, he’s got seventy-some books out now
and he has an absolutely delightful website. I’ll link to it
in the show notes so you can go check it out. I’m really
looking forward to that chat. He’ll be on in October.
Another big name author we have coming on is David
Macaulay. Yeah, I know. Like you know David Macaulay
of The Way Things Work, The New Way Things Work, Castle,
Pyramid, Cathedral. I know the homeschoolers in the
audience are like cheering right now. Do you need me to
keep going? I thought I died when we landed him for an
author event. He’s going to be on in September.
22:00 Inspire your kids to fall in love with reading
Anyway, we’re still working out details to confirm our
last couple of authors so I’m not going to let the cat out
of the bag too early on those but seriously, if you want
to inspire your kids to fall in love with reading, then you
need to do little more than just make sure they have a
seat at these author events. They are fantastic. We hear
time and time again from our members that these events
alone are causing a tremendous shift in the way their kids
approach reading and writing. The inspiration that flows
during the live author events is just off the hook. It really
can’t be replicated.
Anyway, those are recorded of course and the replays are
available all the time so we have a lot of members who
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may not be able to attend when we’ve actually booked
the live event and they can watch the replays at any time
they want. We even include the audio only and video
downloads. So for example, we had John Erickson on
earlier this month for a live author event. It was so totally
delightful. One of my team members was not able to be
there live but when she was working on it afterwards,
she was watching it and she just kept texting me, “Oh my
goodness! This is so overwhelmingly... loved it!”
One of the things I thought would be fun is if you miss
an event, you can actually get into membership and
download the video onto your device and you can let your
kids watch it on a road trip so if you are traveling over the
river and through the wood to grandmother’s house you
go for Christmas or something, you can download the
John Erickson or any of our earlier author events, Melissa
Wiley, Caroline Starr Rose, S.D. Smith. You can download
those onto your iPhone or iPad, or your Android or your
whatever and let your kids either watch or listen to those
on the car ride. That would be so fantastic! They’re really,
really inspiring.
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I’ll have a short sample of one of our previous author
events in the show notes to this podcast so you can click
on over to readaloudrevival.com. Look for the episode
called Bonus Episode... Coming in 2016, and that will give
you just a little taste. Just a taste because the energy at
the live events really can’t be replicated but you’ll get
a feel for what they’re like and why you’ll understand
I think when you see them why are we making them
such a high, high priority for 2016. Again, the podcast
are always free but these live author events, those are in
membership only and so you want to become a ReadAloud Revival member to get in on those. And you can do
that just by going to readaloudrevival.com and clicking
on the button that says Discover Membership.
24:15 A new book club is happening
We’re actually creating a book club to go along of these
author events. In fact, it’s the only book club that I know
that is a whole family book club, meaning, there will be
something there for every single member of your family
no matter what their age and it will also let you meet the
author of the book they read. We’re choosing books that
can be enjoyed by entire families. Even if you have one

of those big families with kids of all ages and noise and
chaos. Remember, that’s my family too!
25:01 Learning is a feast
So we’re focusing on enjoying books together, nurturing
our relationships through reading these books together.
And it’s based on this idea that learning is a feast. We don’t
want to force feed our kids. That’s not real education.
That’s certainly not the way to enjoy reading with our
kids. So what we’re doing at the Read-Aloud Revival
inside membership in this book club is we are spreading
a feast and everyone in our families from the littlest to
the biggest can take whatever he or she is ready for.
The first of these book clubs are going to be rolling out
in March and it’s going to be a whole series of kits we’re
going to roll out all year long so keep your eye out for
that inside membership. Our first book club kit is going
along with Candace Fleming’s The Hatmaker’s Sign so if
you’re a member just watch your email in our member
only forum and you’ll see when it’s ready. I’m super
excited about that.
25:50 Upcoming Master Classes
Another big thing we’re doing inside membership is a
Master Class series for homeschooling moms. Remember
when I was reading those iTunes reviews at the beginning
of this podcast? DeeMerit mentioned that the podcast
has helped to empower her to create her own road map
for her children’s education. And honestly, the reason I
nearly leaped out of my chair with glee when I read that
is because it’s the heart of what we’re really doing here.
That’s my vision for this community, to help families build
their family culture around books, to make memories
and strong connections with our kids through stories,
and to empower parents to create a road map for their
kids’ education that fits their unique family that matches
the vision that has been laid on each of us for our family’s
educational journey.
In 2016, I’ll be hosting a series of master classes in the
Read-Aloud Revival membership that walk you through
just that. I’ve been traveling all over the country in
2015. I’ve been asking homeschooling parents what’s
working for them, what’s not. I’m always talking to really
experienced homeschooling moms and to experts and
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I’m listening as intently as I can as they tell me their
stories. What I’ve done is develop a kind of road map for
homeschooling moms who want that joy back. If you’ve
began homeschooling with enthusiasm and high hopes
but your real actual days don’t look anything like that
original vision. I don’t know maybe you did too much
school work to get to and not enough time to do it. Or
maybe you’ll find yourself drained and deflated by your
kids and your own bad attitudes or maybe you constantly
worry that important subjects are slipping through the
cracks of really busy days.
27:30 Making time for the most important things
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It doesn’t matter if you get to all the things, as long as
you get to the most important things. When you focus
on what matters most in your homeschool, when you
develop a plan that keeps you on track and helps you
recalibrate when life goes off the rails, when you have
an understanding of what it takes to build a homeschool
that puts relationships first and infuses the light and
joy as part of the backbone of education, then you’ll
experience the peace and satisfaction of going all in
where it counts. I’m betting you’ll also be a kinder and
more patient homeschooling mom and you’ll find that
you’re excited about homeschooling your kids again. You
might also find that your kids fall in love with books.
The series of master classes I’ve developed for the ReadAloud Revival membership community is a road map to
get you there. Those master classes are going to start
in February and they’ll be held live inside membership
throughout the year. They’re definitely not just pie in
the sky inspirational thinking. I’ve got workbooks for
each class that will help you make practical plans and
strategies that take the ideas we talked about in class and
help you actually put them into practice in your personal
reality. In whatever your situation is, my goal for the
master classes actually that by the time we end each one,
you will have in your hand, a plan of action already made.
Not a bunch of assignments or things to do at home but
work we actually did inside the class that you can put to
use right away in your home and see real and positive
change in your homeschool. It will bring back the joy and
light you and your kids on fire and really make this the
best homeschooling year you’ve ever had.

They’ll be beginning live in February and replays will
be available of course as always like everything else in
membership. So if you’re interested in that and you want
to get in on it, go to readaloudrevival.com and you’re
going to want to hit that Discover Membership button
to get started.
29:20 Winter Reading Challenge
That’s actually not all. I did tell you that I’m going all on
the Read-Aloud Revival, right? Yeah, so to kick off our
new year, we’re hosting a Read-Aloud Revival Winter
Challenge inside membership. You know those summer
reading programs that incentivize your kids to read during
the summer months? So we’re doing something similar
inside membership except we’re going to encourage
our kids to read aloud during the winter months, those
months when you’re feeling cagey and everyone is just
antsy and needs some help getting through that postholidays slump. Any kid under eighteen can participate.
All they have to do is read aloud for fifteen minutes a
day. They can read to their pets, They can read to their
dolls. They can read to their younger siblings. They can
read to an elderly neighbor. They can read to a grandma
or anyone else, anyone at all. As long as they read aloud
for fifteen minutes a day, their goal. We’ll have a whole
program kit for you with a tracking form that they can
use to track their reading and coupon prizes that you can
use to dole out whatever ways make the most sense for
your family.
And... drum roll please...
Every kid who finishes the challenge and does indeed
read out loud, fifteen minutes a day, every single day
in January, will get to enter to win one of three Kindle
for Kids sets. That includes the latest Kindle with the nosponsored screensaver so no ads on your Kindle. Thank
you very much. And a kid-friendly cover. I’ve got three of
those beauties to give away. And everyone who finishes,
every kid who finishes the challenge is going to get
entered for a chance to win. That starts January 1st, ends
January 31st. We’re going to be sending out the materials
to all of our members right after Christmas so members
watch your email inboxes for those and if you miss it in
the email, check into your member dashboard because it
will be there as well. And you don’t want to miss out on
it. I think it’s going to be so fun. If you’ve listened this far, I
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think it’s because either you’re a member and you wanted
to know what’s heading your way in the next year or it’s
because you should become a member because we truly
make all of this just for you. We listen to what you say
and we’re making exactly the resources and experiences
for your family that we hope will bring so much joy
and rich, meaningful experiences into your home and
help your whole family become lovers of books and
connected with each other. I know what it feels like to
be inspired or moved by a message but struggle without
the community without the ability to know to put it to
practice in my home. That’s what Read-Aloud Revival
membership is all about. It’s about taking it to the next
level, making your family not just a reading family but a
book-loving, inspired, lit-on-fire family.
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Well I am so, so grateful for every single one of you. You
make this work feel like play. And I can’t wait to keep
doing it in 2016. Let’s do this. Let’s build our family culture
around books... together. Merry Christmas everybody!
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