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Read Good Books. The End.
Guest: Carole Joy Seid
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Meet Carole Joy Seid
Carole is a speaker and consultant with over 
30 years of educational experience.  She 
partners with families to provide spiritual 
mentoring and coaching on health & fitness 
issues, home organization, and family 
dynamics.  Her popular DVD teaching series 
Homeschooling Made Simple is available from 
Compass Classroom.  In addition you can find 
booklists and an extensive newsletter archive 
at her website CaroleJoySeid.com.

In This Episode
Carole reminds us of the power of reading together has to build attachment and 
strengthen families. She gives hints on creating a family library and building the 
habit of reading aloud together.  Carole has book recommendations galore--from 
poetry to historical picture books--with hints on finding the best books.  And she 
even reads aloud to us!

It’s the shared bonding experiences without 
ever leaving your home, for the price of a free 
library card, that makes your family cohesive 
and gives you a secret vocabulary and private 
jokes that make you one and make you close.

-Carole Joy Seid

http://www.compassclassroom.com/homeschool-made-simple.html
http://blog.carolejoyseid.com/
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Cheater’s Guide
Use this guide to skip to parts that most interest you, or listen to the entire 
podcast.

 2:50 Carole’s family is introduced to the idea of homeschooling

 6:00 A brilliant way to hook your child on a book

 7:35 Building momentum in the read-aloud habit

 9:20 Fruit in the next generation

 11:33 Reading builds attachment

 12:30 Shared reading is what bonds people

 15:15 Books for the very young

 17:00 A little read-aloud by Carole

 20:30 Poetry—from nursing on!

 21:30 Favorite picture books

 26:30 Historical gems

 28:15 Favorites from Alice Dalgliesh and Marguerite de Angeli

 30: 00 The role of good illustration

 30:50 The Brandywine School

 33:22 Excellence in illustration

 36:40 Building a library when the budget is limited

 38:30 The Four Pillars of Western Civilization

 39:10 Pooh--the collegiate classic

 41:50 Books that can hook your child

 42:20 Do children need to be still during read-aloud?

 45:20 Finding Carole online

http://amongstlovelythings.com/22
http://amongstlovelythings.com/22
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Major Takeaways
 { Reading builds attachment
 “When you read out loud as a family, you don’t leave your living room, but you’re 
in Switzerland with Heidi and you’re in...Africa with Patricia St. John...and you’re 
experiencing and you’re making friends that the whole family knows and you’re 
creating a shared vocabulary.  You know how to play Poohsticks.”  Carole says that 
reading together builds attachment between parents and children.  She especially 
recommends it for families with children who have special needs or are adopted.

 { Meeting famous people through books  
“Those books are life-changing and will really give your children a personal relationship 
with famous people because the D’Aulaires understood that children want to know 
about famous people’s childhood.”  Carole offers so many wonderful recommendations 
starting with the earliest rhyming readers, up through picture books, and on to novels 
that are perfect for reading aloud.

 { Tips for hooking kids on reading—the coziest, happiest time of day  
“If you’re reading the right books...they’re begging for one more chapter, they’re 
listening. That’s how you know.”  Carole shares tricks for hooking your kids on reading.  
She suggests reading the book quietly to yourself and chuckling or commenting as you 
read.  She suggests stopping the read aloud at pivotal points to make everyone anxious 
to continue.  She says that reading together should be the coziest, happiest time of the 
day.
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The Courage of Sarah Noble by Alice Dalgliesh

The Door in the Wall by Marguerite De Angeli

The Little House series by Laura Ingalls Wilder

The Little Tim Collection by Edward Ardizzone

The Princess and the Goblin by George MacDonald

The Treasure by Uri Shulevitz

The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame

Thy Friend, Obadiah by Brinton Turkle

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

Treasures of the Snow by Patricia St. John

Winnie-the-Pooh by A.A. Milne

Yonie Wondernose by Marguerite De Angeli

Other links from today’s show:

Carole Joy Seid’s newsletter

To find more resources to help you build your family 
culture around books, visit ReadAloudRevival.com.

Show Notes
Books from today’s episode:

A Child’s Garden of Verses by Robert Louis Stevenson

Benjamin Franklin by Ingri and Edgar Parin d’Aulaire

Blueberries for Sal by Robert McCloskey

Books Children Love by Elizabeth Laraway Wilson

Chronicles of Narnia by C.S. Lewis

Cowboy Small by Lois Lenski

D’Aulaires’ Book of Greek Myths by Ingri and Edgar 
Parin d’Aulaire

Frederic Chopin, Son of Poland, Early Years by Opal 
Wheeler

George Washington by Ingri and Edgar Parin d’Aulaire

Great Illustrations by N. C. Wyeth

Henner’s Lydia by Marguerite De Angeli

Honey for a Child’s Heart by Gladys Hunt

Jessie Willcox Smith: 175+ Children’s Illustrations by 
Daniel Ankele

Ludwig Beethoven and the Chiming Tower Bells by Opal 
Wheeler

Make Way for Ducklings by Robert McCloskey

Mozart, the Wonder Boy by Opal Wheeler

Otto of the Silver Hand by Howard Pyle

Prayer for a Child by Rachel Field

Read-Aloud Bible Stories, Vol. 1 by Ella K. Lindvall

Read-Aloud Bible Stories, Vol. 2 by Ella K. Lindvall

Read-Aloud Bible Stories, Vol. 3 by Ella K. Lindvall

Sarah and Simon and No Red Paint by Edward 
Ardizzone

Skippack School by Marguerite De Angeli

Star of Light by Patricia St. John

The 4th of July Story by Alice Dalgliesh

The Columbus Story by Alice Dalgliesh

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0689715404
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0440227798/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0064400409
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/184780182X
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B005FG1EHM
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0374479550
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1402782837
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0140503935
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0446310786/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0802465757
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0525444513
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0836190831
http://blog.carolejoyseid.com.s126415.gridserver.com
http://amongstlovelythings.com/read-aloud-revival-the-podcast/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0689823827/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0964380390
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0670175919
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1581341989
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B003LNWEMU
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0375835709
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0440406943
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1933573112
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0964380315
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0486472957
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0836190939
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0310242460
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0058DL1VQ
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0974650560
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0670451495
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0974650536
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0486217841
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0689873565
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0802471633
http://www.amazon.com/Read-Aloud-Bible-Stories-Vol/dp/0802471641
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/080247165X
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1567924107
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0836191242
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0802465773
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0689718764
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000OB7A44
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Action Plan
“Think in terms of . . . building a library, not buying books.  Budget doesn’t have to be 
an issue. Discernment is really the issue.  You begin to educate yourself and you keep 
lists of what you’re looking for—key authors, key illustrators.”

1. How is your library growing?

2. Do you keep lists of the books you’d like to purchase somewhere 
handy—on your phone, in Evernote, or in your journal?

3. Are your discernment muscles growing?  How can you practice 
getting better at choosing good books?
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