EPISODE 30
Cheat Sheet by Kortney Garrison

Reading Aloud with Boys
Guest: Cindy Rollins
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Meet Cindy Rollins
Cindy is a homeschooling mom of nine, with eight sons and
a daughter. She is a beloved speaker sought out for her hardwon wisdom that is grounded in a real sense of the day-to-day
struggles families face. She writes for Forma, the blog of The
CiRCE Institute, and spoke recently at the Ambleside Online at
Home Conference. She also hosts a podcast about Charlotte
Mason and the classical tradition called The Mason Jar.

In This Episode
In this episode, we get to sit at the feet of an experienced homeschooler as she talks
to us about finding books that cultivate a sense of honor and virtue in our children,
the importance of forming good habits, what to do with wiggly children during read
aloud, how to deal with trips to the library, and how to help our children to fall in love
with reading.
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Cheater’s Guide
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Use this guide to skip to parts that most interest you, or listen to the entire podcast.
3:45

Let’s talk about boys

5:15

Morning time pegged after breakfast

7:39

Books that nurture honor

10:47

A bit of a book snob!

13:15

Kids choosing their own books at the library

15:45

Buying vs. borrowing

17:09

Strategies for wiggly boys

20:15

Don’t make a plan for reading aloud

21:34

How to build habits

23:40

Poetry for boys

25:47

Using action to aid understanding

23:44

Boys who haven’t yet caught the reading bug

31:07

Getting back into the swing of reading

31:57

The lure of murder mysteries

35:10

Cindy’s advice to her younger self

37:34

Booklists at CiRCE

I genuinely think that there is a certain kind of child
who has a superior mind who struggles to learn to read
because of the way his mind works
which is a wonderful, wonderful way.
-Cindy Rollins
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Major Takeaways
{{Read first thing in the morning.
Cindy shared that her family read first thing in the morning, so that it didn’t get
crowded out by other obligations. She said, “That’s why I think morning time is
such a good idea because it preserves that little piece of time for reading aloud
that might get lost in the crazy world we live in now.”

{{Don’t make a plan.
She encouraged us not to make a plan, but to use the 10 minutes we have right
now to simply pick up a book and read to our children.
“That’s how we build habits. We have to love something. When you build a habit,
you don’t always like it when you first start it. But once you do it, it’s something you
enjoy out of it. You sit down. You don’t have a plan but you start a book. And then
suddenly, you really want to read the book.”

{{Advice to her younger self.
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Cindy closed with advice that she would give to her younger self: “You can’t really
push a child to learn to read. You’re just going to have to faithfully work on that
until the child does learn to read.” She also gave us tips for luring reluctant readers
and working with wiggly listeners.
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Show Notes
Books from today’s episode:

Other links:

Men of Iron by Howard Pyle

Your Morning Basket — Pam Barnhill’s new podcast

Farmer Boy by Laura Ingalls Wilder

Episode 11: Using the Library Without Losing Your
Mind, Jamie Martin

Little Britches by Ralph Moody
The Story of King Arthur and His Knights by Howard
Pyle
The Boy’s King Arthur illustrated by N.C. Wyeth

The Plank Blocks Cindy mentioned
Books for Cultivating Honorable Boys — Cindy’s post at
the CiRCE Institute
Books recommended by kids:

Smoky the Cowhorse by Will James
Anatole by Eve Titus

The Hobbitt by J.R.R. Tolkien

Little Tim and the Brave Sea Captain by Edward
Ardizzone

Woody’s Magic Christmas Tree by Ernie Yarborough

St. George and the Dragon by Margaret Hodges

Igraine the Brave by Cornelia Funke

Little Bear by Else Holmelund Minarik

Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White

Obadiah the Bold by Brinton Turkle

The Twenty-One Balloons by William Pene du Bois

Felicity - A Sparrow’s Tale by Loralee Evans

Jack Jouett’s Ride by Gail E. Haley
The Case of the Gilded Fly by Edmund Crispin
The Daughter of Time by Josephine Tey
Brother Cadfael Chronicles by Ellis Peters

To find more resources to help you build your family
culture around books, visit ReadAloudRevival.com.

Cover Her Face by P.D. James
Encyclopedia Brown, Boy Detective by Donald J. Sobol
Two-Minute Mysteries by Donald J. Sobol
Bobbsey Twins by Laura Lee Hope
Sugar Creek Gang series by Paul Hutchens
101 Famous Poems by Roy J. Cook
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Poems:
Opportunity by Edward Rowland Sill
Henry V speech by William Shakespeare
If by Rudyard Kipling
Breathes There the Man by Sir Walter Scott
Crossing the Bar by Alfred, Lord Tennyson
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Action Plan
1. Make a library plan.
Do you have a plan for library trips with older children?
Cindy vetted her kids’ selections before they left the library.
Sarah often puts things on hold instead of browsing the stacks.
What will you do when your child wants to check out less desirable titles?

2. Cement the read-aloud habit.
Cindy said that habits make continuing a good choice so much easier than the first
time. If you need more inspiration, try The Jumpstart Challenge where you can
track your progress and find encouragement along the way.

3. Grab a book and read!
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Cindy cautions us to not make things more difficult than they need to be: “Don’t
go sit down at the computer right now and make a plan to read aloud to your
children. Go get a book and start reading it… just stop fretting about it.” Give
yourself a win—go read a book right now!
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