Cheat Sheet by Allison Burr

For Parents Who Don’t Like Reading Aloud
Guest: Mystie Winckler
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Meet Mystie Winckler
Mystie is the mother of five children, a secondgeneration homeschooler, and one of Sarah’s best
friends. Mystie dislikes reading aloud, but she has
managed to create a culture of shared reading in her
home anyway. You can visit Mystie at SimplyConvivial.
com, SimplifiedPantry.com, and SimplifiedOrganization.
com.

In This Episode
In this episode, Mystie gives encouragement to those who struggle with reading
aloud, but who really want to create a culture of books in their family. She also
provides practical tips to get out of the reading aloud any way you can, while still
soaking your children in the written and spoken word!
Be prepared to think about audiobooks in an entirely different way after hearing this
interview! Mystie is a bit of an Audible.com ninja: she will walk you through the steps
of hunting down the best audiobooks on Audible and incorporating these classics, for
pennies on the dollar, into your family library.
If you are new to the world of audiobooks and are filled with logistics questions (how
to handle library CDs, how to use iPods to manage kids’ audiobook time, and how
to listen to elementary history while driving around), you will find an abundance of
helpful tools and tricks in this immensely practical interview.
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Cheater’s Guide
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Use this guide to skip to parts that most interest you, or listen to the entire podcast.
2:59

Mystie recalls her own childhood, marked by parents reading aloud.

3:16

When Dad takes the reins for reading aloud.

4:25

When read-alouds are done poorly.

5:30

Mystie’s resolve to teach her kids learn the skill of reading aloud, even after
the early stages of phonetic reading.

7:04

Reading aloud involves the ability to skip ahead to know what is coming
next.

8:20

The perfect copout for reading aloud: audiobooks.

10:28

The logistics of audiobooks: CD players, MP3 players, iPod Shuffles, and
Overdrive.

16:20

What times of day work best for audiobooks?

17:06

Incorporating audiobooks into homeschooling.

17:35

Story of the World, and other books by Susan Wise Bauer, on audiobook.

19:34

The importance of parents listening to audiobooks as well.

21:31

The inside scoop on Audible’s Listener Rewards Month.

24:08

Mystie’s favorite audiobooks.

I definitely grew up knowing that
reading aloud is a great thing to do together,
and a normal thing to do. . . [but] in our
family, my husband is actually the one who
does most of the reading aloud.
-Mystie Winckler
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Major Takeaways
{{Let’s face it: not every mom loves reading aloud as much as
she would like.
Homeschooling moms in particular can grow exhausted with the constant talking
required all day long. But do not despair! You can still build your family culture
around books, and audiobooks are a key component.

{{Even if you don’t love to read out loud, this is not an excuse
for neglecting to foster a family culture of books!
Utilizing audiobooks allows you to share books as a family and lets your children
experience books they would not otherwise be able to read on their own.
Remember: comparison kills, in every area of life—parenting and homeschooling
included. If visions of other families spending hours on the couch together
reading aloud make you squirm, it doesn’t have to! Make it work for your own
family, in your own unique way. God is calling you to be faithful with your own
flock, not to create a mirror image of what someone else is doing.

{{Don’t feel guilty about not reading everything aloud!
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Even moms and dads who love to read aloud can still benefit from the supportive
nature of audiobooks. Your family can take advantage of professionally trained
actors, with fantastic range of voice, who easily handle accents and different
dialects. Resting your voice also means your family can enjoy professional
interpretations of the reading, making the story all the more unforgettable.
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Show Notes
Audiobooks we talked about during the show:
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe and the rest of the Chronicles of Narnia by C.S.
Lewis
Winnie-the-Pooh by A.A. Milne
Exploring Creation with Human Anatomy and Physiology by Jeannie K. Fulbright and
Brooke Ryan
The History of the Ancient World by Susan Wise Bauer
The Story of the World by Susan Wise Bauer
Little House on the Prairie and rest of the Little House series by Laura Ingalls Wilder
Other books mentioned during the show:
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows by J.K. Rowling
The Same Stuff as Stars by Katherine Paterson
The Sign of the Beaver by Elizabeth George Speare
Links from this episode:
Mystie’s resources on how to get free and cheap audio books on Audible.
My post about reading The Hobbit.
See if your library has Overdrive so you can borrow audiobooks for FREE!
Get a free audiobook on Audible when you sign up for a free trial.
LibriVox offers free audio books in the public domain.
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To find more resources to help you build your family culture around books, visit
ReadAloudRevival.com.
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Action Plan
Go to Mystie’s fantastic step-by-step tutorial to discover how to maximize every penny
you spend on Audible. Learn how to earn free books and also how to purchase quality
classic recordings for less than a dollar!
Figure out what method(s) work best for your family at this season of life: CD players
for the kids? iPods? Overdrive (free digital rental through the local library)? MP3s?
Burning Audible books onto CDs? Will you need additional speakers? Yes, some trialand-error may be necessary before you land on a system that works, but that work
will quickly pay for itself when your kids are able to access quality audiobooks on their
own.
Step 1: Determine the best delivery device (CD player, IPod, MP3 player, etc.).
Step 2: Begin accumulating audiobooks from your library (rented) or from Audible,
Amazon or other online sources. Don’t know which ones to begin with? Refer
to your book wishlist; perhaps you should buy the audiobook rather than the
paper version.
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Step 3: Start the process of distributing the audiobooks to your kids. Should the
audiobooks only be available at quiet time/rest time? Can they supplement
a portion of the homeschooling day? Should audiobooks be treated as
substitutes for books, to be taken off the shelf at any time?

Cheat Sheet * Page 6 * ReadAloudRevival.com

