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Meet Marie Rippel
Marie is the founder of All About Learning Press and 
is the developer of their flagship teaching tools, All 
About Reading and All About Spelling.  Born out of her 
own need to teach her dyslexic son to read and spell, 
the curriculum has become a widespread favorite for 
its ease of use and mastery-based program.

In This Episode
In this episode, Marie gives us helpful tips for budding and struggling readers and 
advises how much time should be spent reading aloud versus working on reading 
lesson.  Marie also discusses the amazing impact reading aloud can have on helping 
a child learn to read and suggests some of her favorite read-alouds for struggling 
readers.

Haven’t encountered wordless picture books before?  Never fear!  Marie decodes this 
unique category of books and shows how to use them with your early or struggling 
reader (or really, any child who struggles with wiggles during read-aloud time).

You will leave this interview encouraged by the powerful impact that quality read-
alouds have on the moral formation of your child’s imagination.

.

http://www.allaboutlearningpress.com/
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Cheater’s Guide
Use this guide to skip to parts that most interest you, or listen to the entire podcast.

 3:39 Marie recalls fond childhood memories of her mother reading aloud to the 
family.

 5:15 Marie shares the story of her son’s childhood diagnosis of dyslexia and the 
challenging journey she took to eventually teach him to read.

 7:58 The role reading aloud plays in a child learning how to read.

 10:06 Balancing time spent reading aloud with time spent on reading lessons.

 11:26 Reading wordless picture books to your children.

 14:08 Great read-alouds for struggling readers (and wiggly bodies):  interactive 
picture books.

 16:25 Marie’s favorite book recommendations.

 18:38 Final encouragement and advice for the parent of a struggling reader. 

[One benefit of reading aloud] is  
the power of imagination is strengthened.  

As children are read to, they visualize 
the books’ events in their minds.   

They can experience the events and situations that 
are outside of their personal experiences, and they 
can picture life in other parts of the world and in 

other cultures.  That visualization  
is really important.

http://amongstlovelythings.com/13
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Major Takeaways
 {We can’t hear this enough:  reading aloud to our children has 
an incredible impact in so many emotional, intellectual, and 
social ways!  
To recap Marie’s top three benefits for reading aloud to our children:  it 
builds internal motivation for your child to read higher-level books someday, 
it strengthens the power of the child’s imagination, and it builds listening 
comprehension, which leads to reading comprehension.

 { If time is crunched (and it will be, at some point), struggling 
or budding readers need read-aloud time MORE than they 
need phonics lessons. 
Don’t sacrifice the one thing that has the most impact for your child, even if it 
doesn’t feel quite so academic and measurable as completing a reading lesson for 
the day.  Sacrifice a whole host of other things (art projects, science lessons, chore 
time, sports practice) before you sacrifice reading aloud.

 {Don’t give up on a struggling reader!
Listening to Marie’s experiences of teaching a struggling son to read, we are 
reminded that just because some of your children pick up reading easy-peasy, 
others might not, even if they are raised in the same literary-rich environment.  
Each brain develops differently.  This is a timely reminder for homeschooling 
mamas that we aren’t mass-producing products here. We are nurturing individual 
souls and hearts, and no timetables exist for that calling. 
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Show Notes
Books we talked about during the show:

Hank Finds an Egg by Rebecca Dudley

Unspoken by Henry Cole

Press Here by Hervé Tillet

Waddle! by Rufus Butler Seder

Can You Make a Scary Face? by Jan Thomas

Flora and the Flamingo by Molly Idle

Stalking the Wild Asparagus by Euell Gibbons

My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George

Baby Island by Carol Ryrie Brink

Good Night, Gorilla by Peggy Rathmann

Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell

Other links from this episode:

All About Reading and All About Spelling - Marie’s (incredible) programs

Take the Jumpstart Challenge to launch a read-aloud habit in your home—e-guide, 
audio download, printable tracker, worksheets and more, all free!

To find more resources to help you build your family culture around books, visit 
readaloudrevival.com.

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1441311580
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0545399971
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0811879542
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0761151125
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1416985816
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1452110069
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0911469036
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0142401110
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/068971http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0689717http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0689717512
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0399230033
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/141694737X
http://allaboutlearningpress.net/go.php?id=713
http://allaboutlearningpress.net/go.php?id=713
http://amongstlovelythings.com/podcast-2/jumpstart-challenge
file:///C:\Users\allisonburr\Documents\ALLISON\Read-Aloud%20Revival\readaloudrevival.com
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